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Executive Director's Message

Delivering Results Through
Proactive Engagement
Nadia Todorova
Executive Director

I

t is hard to believe that we are almost halfway
through 2022! It has been an incredibly busy
spring with several important wins for RCCAO
and our members.
Industry Advocacy & Wins
The last few weeks have been especially positive
for critical transportation infrastructure in Ontario. In
March, the Province unveiled the Greater Golden
Horseshoe Transportation Plan (pg. 18-24), one of
four regional plans that the Government has recently
released (pg. 6-7). The Greater Golden Horseshoe
Plan included the Bradford Bypass and Highway 413
as part of its long-term vision as well as continued
focus on transit expansion across the region. Both
projects are of vital importance to Ontario and will
help reduce congestion, foster job creation, and
improve connectivity throughout the province.
The positive news for transportation and transit
infrastructure continued in Budget 2022, where the
Government of Ontario allocated $25.1 billion for
highway expansion rehabilitation, roads and bridges,
including the Bradford Bypass and Highway 413 and
$61.1 billion for transit. The prioritization of critical
infrastructure from the Ontario Government will
meaningfully address the infrastructure deficit
caused by years of under-investment. Additionally, it
lays the foundation to meet the demands of a
growing province, while modernizing Ontarioʼs
transportation grid that includes both roads and
public transit. For RCCAOʼs complete coverage of the
budget and what it meant for critical infrastructure,
check out pages 11-13.

Capping off RCCAOʼs work on improving the
underground utility locates process, in the spring,
the Province introduced and passed Bill 93, Getting
Ontario Connected Act, which contains meaningful
improvements to the locates process (pg. 25-28).
RCCAO will continue to work with the government
and One Call on the implementation of the
legislation and any accompanying regulations.
RCCAO remains engaged with all three levels of
government to ensure that municipalities receive the
necessary financial assistance for 2022/2023 to
address the operating budget pressures caused by
the pandemic (pg. 11-16). It is imperative that
municipalities receive the necessary financial
assistance to ensure that citiesʼ state-of-goodrepair projects proceed without interruptions or
delays.
Looking Ahead
Infrastructure is playing a significant role in the
current provincial election landscape. This is a clear
reflection of the importance critical infrastructure
like roads, bridges, water, wastewater and housing
has for Ontarians. We hope to continue to see this
positive focus and prioritization of critical
infrastructure from all parties and future
governments, on all levels.
We wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer!
Remember, you can always follow us on social media
– Twitter and LinkedIn – to get the latest
infrastructure related content.

RCCAO was also thrilled to partner with the
Vaughan Chamber of Commerce on a Transportation
Summit on April 22 that facilitated an important
dialogue with industry, business and government on
regional transportation and transit needs. For more
on the Summit and the discussions that took place,
check out pages 9-10.
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Members Corner: Labourersʼ International Union of North America (LiUNA!)

Majority of Ontarians Support Building Highway 413

A

ccording to a new poll conducted for LiUNA, only 28 per cent of
Ontarians opposed the Highway 413 project with increased support
in regions along the route.

The study found widespread awareness about the highway project
amongst respondents (57 per cent) and significant regional support in
Southwest Ontario (56 per cent), in addition to the GTA.
While support for the transit corridor was highest amongst Ontario PC
Party supporters, for Ontario Liberal Party voters, 47 percent were in
favour while only 39 per cent opposed the project.
“Simply put, Highway 413 is popular – and the poll shows it,” said Joseph
Mancinelli, LiUNA International Vice President and Regional Manager of
Central and Eastern Canada.

Click to read the full report

In support of International Day
for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, LIUNA Local
183 was pleased to support
the Labourersʼ for Equity and
Diversity (LEAD) Campaign.
Only together, can we #LEAD
the fight to end racism and
discrimination now and
forever!

Click to watch the video
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Highway 413/Transportation

Ontario needs both a new
highway and transit
Building Highway 413 is the right decision for the GTA, write
Nadia Todorova and Todd Letts
By Nadia Todorova and Todd Letts, Brampton Guardian, April 9, 2022
Critics of Highway 413 argue the choice is a new
highway or transit, but they are wrong. This new
transportation corridor facilitates growth throughout
the region with a needed highway and transitway.
While critics want you to choose one, the honest
answer is that Ontario needs both.
The governmentʼs long-term transportation plan for
the Greater Golden Horseshoe brings a focus to
integrated transportation planning. Building the GTA
West Transit Corridor, including Highway 413, is
crucial for our economy and quality of life, especially
in Brampton and the western GTA.
The proposed Highway 413 will be complete with
carpool infrastructure, electric vehicle chargers, and
technology to enable automated vehicles. The
corridor includes plans for a dedicated transitway
for bus or LRT public transit for the region. It will
shorten commutes and bring greater connectivity for
business and leisure.
The GTA is the fastest growing region in North
America, expected to increase from 10 million today
to 14.9 million people by 2051. With all the
opportunity that comes from a growing province,
building critical transportation infrastructure to keep
people and goods moving is a challenge.

GTAʼs growth is projected. The Ministry of
Transportationʼs transportation development study
outlined many benefits of providing an alternative
that would mitigate congestion on Highway 401.
Business associations hear the same thing.
“To serve our clients in York and Durham regions,
we have to leave at 5:30 a.m., or expect to be
delayed by traffic for an hour. The 401 is at
capacity,” said Nathalie Clarke-Singh, co-owner of
Clean Finish, a home renovations business in
Brampton with clients throughout the GTA. “The
407 is great, but Iʼd like another affordable
choice.”
Modern engineering and evolving regulatory
oversight put environmental sustainability and
wildlife protection at the core of design and
construction. The construction industry specializes
in environmental remediation to mitigate potential
adverse impacts to the environment or species at
risk, with ecological knowledge and technical
practices constantly improving.

The GTA West Corridor also creates needed critical
infrastructure to allow for greater density,
accommodating growth and reducing sprawl.
Delaying construction of the GTA West Corridor
stalls job creation and the development of a
Gridlock already stymieing the GTA costs $11 billion transit-oriented community in Bramptonʼs Heritage
in lost productivity annually. Businesses cite gridlock Heights.
and long commutes as negative impacts on bottom
lines and their ability to attract and keep the best
Building Highway 413 and the transit corridor is
talent.
the right decision for Brampton and the GTA. Itʼs
good for the economy, allows for sustainable
“Housing affordability and lifestyle choice has meant growth, and can be completed while protecting our
that some of our staff have decided to move to
environment. When also including the quality of life
homes further from the plant,” said Joe Jackman,
improvements for millions of people, itʼs the
president of Almag, an aluminum extruder in
responsible thing to do. Letʼs get building.
Brampton. “With current highways at capacity, the
proposed Highway 413 would provide more choice
Nadia Todorova is executive director of the
for our employees to get to work and help us retain Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of
good staff.”
Ontario.
Highway 413 adds much needed capacity in York,
Halton, and Peel regions, where 58 per cent of the

Todd Letts is CEO of the Brampton Board of
Trade.
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Highway 413/Transportation

Stakeholders: Eastern transportation plan provides
The plan is the final of four regional
framework for the future transportation
plans including Connecting the
By Angela Gidmondi, Daily Commercial News,
April 29, 2022
A new report outlining a long-term vision of
transportation, transit planning and infrastructure
improvements for eastern Ontario was released
recently by the Ministry of Transportation (MTO)
and industry stakeholders are applauding its
contents.
The Ontario Road Buildersʼ Association (ORBA)
and the Residential and Civil Construction Alliance
of Ontario (RCCAO) are supportive of the plan,
billed Connecting the east: A draft Transportation
plan for eastern Ontario.
“New transit and roadway expansion will play
an important role in making travel easier, whether
we are commuting to work, travelling to visit
family and friends or in the transportation of
goods,” said Bryan Hocking, CEO of ORBA, in a
statement to the Daily Commercial News. “The
population of eastern Ontario currently sits at over
1.8 million and will continue to grow. The
planning approach to public transportation
infrastructure improvements need to be addressed
in a holistic way today so that we can meet eastern
Ontarioʼs transportation challenges of tomorrow.”
The plan continues the governmentʼs focus on
long-term transportation and transit planning
across all Ontario, said RCCAO executive director
Nadia Todorova.
“This plan is key to ensuring that critical
infrastructure expands to meet the needs of a
growing province over the long-term,” she said in
a statement. “RCCAO commends the fact that this
plan contains both transit and transportation
expansion – both are necessary to ensure that
Ontario regions have the infrastructure needed to
keep people and goods on the move, in
communities large and small.”

Southwest, Connecting the North and Connecting
the Greater Golden Horseshoe.
“The detailed planning of the eastern Ontario
transportation plan, as well as the recently released
southwestern Ontario, northern Ontario, and Greater
Golden Horseshoe transportation plans offers a
proactive and predictable framework for industry to
plan future infrastructure work and the associated
labour needs it entails,” Todorova added.
For the construction industry, the plan includes
details of transportation-related initiatives that are
currently underway and a preview of initiatives that
are in the planning stages.
“MTO will continue to work with ORBA and other
stakeholders to ensure that the OHP (Ontario
Highway Program) continues to provide information
to the construction industry in a timely way and to
maintain a balance between being open and
transparent while preserving competition within the
roadbuilding industry to ensure appropriate bidding
and pricing,” said Sandra Bento, a spokesperson for
the MTO.
The plan incorporates more than 50 short and
long-term actions across five goal areas consistent
with the other regional plans: connecting people and
places; supporting a competitive and open for
business environment; providing more choice and
convenience; improving safety and inclusion; and
preparing for the future.
The plan includes the expansion of Highway 417
to four continuous lanes in each direction between
Highway 416 and Maitland Avenue in Ottawa; longterm planning work to widen Highway 401 to up to
eight lanes in the United Counties of Leeds and
Grenville; improvements to local and
intercommunity bus services; support for the
trucking sector by adding truck stops along Highway
401; and the development of a new marine strategy.
6

Highway 413/Transportation
Continued from page 6
In terms of road rehabilitation projects, Bento explained there is an action plan to widen Highway 17
from two to four lanes from Arnprior to Renfrew and construct four interchanges including one at
Calabogie Road. Another action is to rehabilitate and twin the existing Norris Whitney Bridge between
Belleville and Prince Edward County. Planning is also underway for the rehabilitation or replacement of
highway structures at various locations in the United Counties of Leeds and Grenville and Stormont,
Dundas and Glengarry, as well as for highway improvements along Highway 401 in Quinte West and
Belleville.
There are also ongoing local projects to repair roadways and bridges to connect with provincial
highways or border crossings through the Connecting Links program, and investments in on-reserve
road construction and maintenance through the First Nations Road Program, Bento noted.
The plan has been informed by research, technical work, an online public survey, a series of
parliamentary assistant-hosted roundtables and a separate roundtable with eastern Indigenous
communities
Public feedback will be accepted over a 120-day period on the Environmental Registry of Ontario. A
long-range technical study of the eastern transportation network will also be conducted and will involve
broad engagement starting this summer.

Highway 413/Transportation

How subsidizing trucks to use the 407 could
cost Ontario less than building Highway 413
Premier Doug Ford's government is promising new highway across western GTA, but
isn't revealing price tag
By Mike Crawley in CBC News, March 26, 2022
alls are growing for Premier Doug Ford's government to reduce traffic congestion by encouraging
more drivers to use the 407 ETR toll highway, rather than spending billions of dollars to build the
proposed Highway 413.

C

The 413 would run for 60 kilometres across the northwestern part of the Greater Toronto Area and
through the Greenbelt. The proposal has become a lightning rod for environmental groups who say the
highway will contribute to sprawl, and all three opposition parties say they would cancel the plan if Ford's
PCs are defeated in the June election.
Opponents of Highway 413 see the 407 as an underused alternative,with great potential to lure traffic
from the busiest highway in Canada, the 401.
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Highway 413/Transportation
Continued from page 7
The advocacy group Transport Action Ontario is
"It is not a realistic option," said Nadia Todorova,
floating the idea that the provincial government
executive director of the Residential and Civil
should in effect make it free for transport trucks to Construction Alliance of Ontario.
use the 407 by paying the cost of their tolls.
With the expected significant increases in
The group argues this would be a cheaper solution population around the GTA, Todorova said capacity
for the government than building and operating
must be added to the existing highway network.
Highway 413 and would do more to solve the
GTA's congestion problems right now.
"The 407 alone is not enough to meet that projected
demand surge, said Todorova in an interview.
"Right now, most truckers use the 401 because
they find the tolls [on the 407] prohibitive," said
"Even if we were to focus on the 407 in the
Peter Miasek, president of Transport Action
immediate future, by 2031 we would be right back
Ontario.
where we started and suffer from the same sort of
congestion problems that we currently have."
"It strikes us [that] the 407 is the perfect
alternative because it's uncongested at this time."
While the Ford government is not ruling out
measures to get more traffic onto the 407, it is not
Using data from provincial traffic studies and the
considering scrapping plans to build Highway 413.
company that owns 407 ETR, the group estimates
such a move would get between 12,000 and
"We can look at temporary measures to alleviate
21,000 trucks using the toll highway each
tragic traffic congestion, but we also have to think
weekday.
long term too," said Stan Cho, the associate minister
of transportation.
It calculates that a full toll subsidy for that many
trucks over a 30-year period would add up to the
"The 413 has to be built because of a growing
equivalent of $4 billion in today's dollars.
population," Cho said in an interview at Queen's
Park.
The Ford government is not saying how much
Highway 413 will cost, but an estimate by the
Liberal Leader Steven Del Duca, who was
previous government several years ago put it at $6 transportation minister when the previous
billion. Independent analysts have pegged the
government hit the pause button on the 413, thinks
current cost in the range of $8-to-$10 billion.
the government should explore a toll subsidy as an
alternative to building the new highway.
Negotiating such a deal with the company that
owns 407 ER would "require a little creativity and
"I believe every option should be on the table," said
some pressure" from the provincial government,
Del Duca, "Perhaps that could include looking at
says Toby Heaps, the chief executive of Corporate ways to encourage more truck traffic or goods traffic
Knights, a business research and media firm based onto the 407 ETR."
in Toronto.
Tolls on the privately-owned 407 ETR vary
"There's definitely room for a deal to be done,
depending on the time of day and the particular
given that the 407 is relatively empty and there's a stretch of highway. Between 6 a.m. and 7 p.m. the
lot of big trucks who would love to get on there,"
per-kilometre price for a typical transport truck
said Heaps, one of the entrepreneurs who signed a ranges from 77 cents to $1.24.
new open letter to the Ford government calling for
a halt to Highway 413.
In 2019, before the pandemic put a significant dent
in its traffic, 407 ETR brought in $1.4 billion in toll
Others in the corporate world insist that Highway
revenues, according to its financial statements.
413 is needed to tackle the growth in traffic in the
GTA and they see a toll subsidy on the 407 as an
inadequate solution.
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Transportation Summit

VAUGHAN CHAMBER GATHERS
BUSINESS LEADERS FOR A CRITICAL
DISCUSSION ON THE FUTURE OF
ONTARIO’S TRANSPORTATION
INFRASTRUCTURE
Vaughan Chamber of Commerce, Press Release, April 22, 2022

V

aughan, Ont., April 22, 2022 (GLOBE NEWSWIRE)
– The Vaughan Chamber of Commerce
convened industry and government leaders for
a Transportation Forum today to discuss long-term
infrastructure investment across the Greater Golden
Horseshoe that is critical to the success of Ontarioʼs
economic growth.

infrastructure which will support an economic
corridor integral to the long-term prosperity of local
and regional economies.”

“A growing region requires available, reliable and
resilient infrastructure to meet the projected growth
of our municipalities,” said Victoria Mancinelli,
Director Public Relations, and Strategic Partnerships
Thought leaders at the forum emphasized that the
for LIUNA. “Todayʼs discussion highlighted the
GTHA, the fastest growing urban area in North
importance of labour, industry and government
America, has tremendous opportunities for economic working collaboratively in support of vital
prosperity, but it requires a transportation system to infrastructure investments across Ontario that will
keep pace with that growth. Population growth will
continue to spur economic development and
increase demand for infrastructure in a significant
advancement while creating thousands of long-term,
and transformational way across Ontario. The
good paying union jobs for men and women who
planning today must consider where the province is
remain at the forefront of building, strengthening
expected to be in the next three decades.
and maintaining critical infrastructure that our
communities rely on each and every day. “
“Todayʼs discussion was an invaluable opportunity to
share ideas about the role of transportation
The geography of North America and more
infrastructure in setting up Ontarians for success,”
specifically, Ontario, necessitates cars and allowances
said Caroline Mulroney, Minister of Transportation.
must be made for the fact that personal vehicles,
“Our government is building Ontario at an
including EVs, will always be a reality and as such,
unprecedented pace. Getting shovels in the ground
infrastructure must be built and maintained for these
on projects like Highway 413 will help fight gridlock, purposes. By proactively planning for increased
unlock access to housing and jobs, and boost
density across the GTA, we can avoid mistakes of the
Ontarioʼs economy.”
past, where infrastructure planning lacked a longterm vision.
Transportation projects like the Bradford Bypass and
Highway 413 are critical, to provide the necessary
“Todayʼs forum solidified the fact that the economic
infrastructure to meet this inevitable growth in
success of the region is incumbent upon making
population and employment. These long-term
investments in infrastructure expansion that can
infrastructure projects will ensure a viable
meet the long-term needs of the province,” said
transportation corridor required to meet increased
Nadia Todorova, Executive Director of the Residential
immigration levels over the next decade, while
and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario. “Critical
ensuring the economic vitality of the region.
transportation projects like Highway 413 and the
Bradford Bypass do just that. Both projects are of
“The message today was clear: the 413 highway is
vital importance to the province in terms of reducing
critical to Vaughan's future growth and ensures the
congestion, fostering long-term competitiveness,
efficient movement of goods across Ontario,” said
improving connectivity, supporting affordable
Brian Shifman, President & CEO of the Vaughan
housing initiatives, and facilitating job creation.
Chamber of Commerce. “We must invest further in
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Transportation Summit reiterates the
importance of critical infrastructure
for the region
Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario, Blog Post, April 22, 2022
RCCAO and the Vaughan Chamber of Commerce
hosted a Transportation Summit to discuss
infrastructure projects across the region. The April
22 eventʼs opening panel focussed on the critical
need for Highway 413 and the Bradford Bypass for
Ontarioʼs long-term economic growth.
It was a day of dynamic discussions, led by
Transportation Minister Caroline Mulroney who spoke
about the importance of transportation infrastructure
across the region and then participated in an indepth panel discussion on the topic. The panel,
which I had the honour of moderating, also included
Victoria Mancinelli from LiUNA and Damian Joy from
EY Canada, discussed in-depth the infrastructure
needs and opportunities of the region.
One of the main topics of the panel was the fact that
our growing region requires a multitude of critical
and strategic infrastructure to meet the demand of
projected population growth and Ontarioʼs growing
economy. Participants agreed that Ontario requires
investment in both transit and transportation
infrastructure, and that is not a matter of either, or.

Panelists agreed that given the geographical nature
of the province, there will always be a need for
vehicles, whether they be gas-powdered or electric. It
was stressed that our highway and transit
infrastructure must work together, which is why
Highway 413 represents such an opportunity for the
region. It contains both a highway and a transitway,
which will be dedicated exclusively for buses and
LRTs. Minister Mulroney also emphasized that

Highway 413 will save people who travel the full
length of the highway – from Vaughan to Milton – up
to 30 minutes each way, or an hour a day. The
Minister noted that a study in 2017 that came up
with the 30-second figure looked at the average time
savings across the entire Greater Golden Horseshoe
and included every trip, on every road, in every
region, including places nowhere near Highway 413.
The panel discussion also focused extensively on the
benefits of infrastructure investments, including jobs
and economic opportunities for businesses and
government. Victoria Mancinelli noted that building
Highway 413 would result in 8,000 jobs in
construction and other industries each year of its
construction period and generate $2.3 billion in
earnings over a five-year construction period. She
also highlighted that these job opportunities
represent long-term union jobs, which offer
rewarding careers in the skilled trades and represent
opportunities for the recruitment and retention of
women and BIPOC workers.
A main theme of the panel discussion was around the
fact that building and maintaining road infrastructure
increases business productivity and competitiveness
by reducing the time and cost of transporting goods.
It allows products to move efficiently through the
supply chain and to end-users around the region and
beyond. Congestion costs the Greater Toronto Area
$11 billion per year in lost productivity, so investing
in our highway and road networks must remain a top
priority for decision makers.
The Transportation Summit served as an important
forum to discuss some crucial elements of the future
of infrastructure for the region. I will close with a
poignant point made by Victoria during the panel
who reminded all of us that:
“It is important to think about what our communities,
our cities and country would look like without the
perseverance of the construction industry and skilled
trades portfolio. They quite literally build, strengthen
and maintain vital infrastructure that we rely on each
and every day.”
10
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Ontario Budget Recognizes
Critical Infrastructure is Vital
to Long-Term Economic
Prosperity & Building Vibrant
Communities
Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario, Press Release, April 28, 2022

V

aughan, Ont., The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) welcomes the Ontario
Governmentʼs continued focussed investment in critical infrastructure to meet the needs of a growing
province. The $25.1 billion in todayʼs Ontario Budget for highway expansion rehabilitation, roads and
bridges, including the Bradford Bypass and Highway 413, is crucial to keeping people and goods on the
move across Ontario and the provinceʼs long-term prosperity.
“These critical infrastructure investments reflect an understanding that we must start to build the
infrastructure of tomorrow, today,” said Nadia Todorova, Executive Director of RCCAO. “By building the
Bradford Bypass, Highway 413, and transit across the province, the government is acting with welcomed
foresight in laying the foundation for Ontarioʼs long-term continued economic development and prosperity."
The prioritization of critical infrastructure from the Ontario Government will meaningfully address the
infrastructure deficit caused by years of under-investment. Additionally, it lays the foundation to meet the
demands of a growing province, while modernizing Ontarioʼs transportation grid that includes both roads
and public transit.
The budgetʼs allocation of $61.1 billion for transit will help grow transit-oriented communities in the
provinceʼs fastest growing regions. As the population of the province grows, demand will increase on all
infrastructure, from transit, highways, roads, bridges, water and wastewater to housing.
Inaction would have real consequences. Congestion already costs the Greater Toronto Area $11 billion per
year in lost productivity. Todayʼs budget ensures that the mistakes of the past are not repeated and
infrastructure assets across Ontario will be built and maintained for everyoneʼs long-term prosperity.
RCCAO is also pleased to see the province continue to support municipalities with the impacts of the
pandemic on their operating budgets. “The $316.2 million financial assistance matching the Federal
Governmentʼs contribution for municipalities is crucial to ensure citiesʼ state-of-good-repair projects
proceed without interruptions or cuts,” said Nadia Todorova.
RCCAO welcomes the governmentʼs continued focus on increasing housing supply in the province with the
creation of Housing Supply Action Plans annually for the next four years. The housing crisis has a real cost
for the people of Ontario. RCCAO will be a collaborative participant to see more homes built each and every
year across the province.
RCCAO members are ready to work to build critical infrastructure and housing to realize the prosperous
future for the people of Ontario.

11

Provincial Budget

Stakeholders praise
Ontario budget as
election looms
By Angela Gidmondi, Daily Commercial News,
May 3, 2022
Leaders of Ontario construction associations are
welcoming the investments included the 2022
Ontario budget, saying it provides muchneeded
funding for infrastructure, transportation and
skilled trades training.
Their reaction comes as leaders from all par begin
campaigning for the June election.
“I think itʼs a good recovery budget. Itʼs obviously
a bit of a political budget but thatʼs no surprise
there, weʼve got an election coming up,” said
Richard Lyall, executive director of the Residential
Construction Council of Ontario. “There is a lot of
funding in the right places.”
Ontarioʼs Plan to Build, tabled April 28 by Finance
Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy, includes $198 billion
in spending including $158 billion over 10 years
for highways, hospitals and transit and $20 billion
in infrastructure spending this year.
It also includes $40 billion over 10 years towards
hospital infrastructure; $25.1 billion over 10 years
to highway and road construction; and $114
million over three years to the Skilled Trades
Strategy.
Marc Arsenault, business manager of the
Provincial Building and Construction Trades
Council of Ontario, said the budget maps out
investments in hospitals, schools, urban transit as
well as improved rural transportation routes
involving new roads, bridges and highways.

“These investment dollars, even before they are
spent, are already doing double duty…creating
training and employment opportunities and…is an
investment to work with programs to attract folks
into the skilled trades, essentially making working in
the trades popular again and removing the stigma.”
As the province recovers from the pandemic,
government support for training and apprenticeship
opportunities for the next generation of skilled
trades workers is key, he added.
“Essentially these projects are the onsite learning
environment for our next generation of skilled
journeypeople,” he said.
“We are pleased to see that there is components in
the budget that will assist with delivering projects
on time, on budget and safely. What we are more
specifically interested in is how the industry can
assist with maximizing the return on these
investments by having a continuation of requiring
portions or percentages of the project to use small
and medium sized local contractors and local
employers and to have a domestic solution along
the broader construction supply chain.”
Although many of the housing related initiatives
included in the budget were announced previously,
RESCON was glad to see the province reiterate its
commitment to tackling the housing supply issue,
including the More Homes for Everyone plan. The
budget also proposes implementing a longterm
strategy to address the housing crisis and increase
housing supply by building 1.5 million homes over
the next 10 years.

“What the building and construction industry can
see here is an appropriate parallel stream that
with the investment in infrastructure and the
However, the housing supply and affordability
investment in skilled trades recruitment youʼve got situation needs to improve dramatically, Lyall added.
t investment,” he said.
“Hopefully this will be us getting ahead of the
12
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Continued from page 12
curve instead of being constantly behind the
curve,” he said. “Hopefully this will get us to a
point where we really do incorporate our
demographic trends into building for the future.”
The Ontario Road Buildersʼ Association (ORBA)
said itʼs encouraged by the commitment made to
roads, bridges and transit infrastructure.
“This budget maps out a comprehensive strategy
to bring an essential longer-term focus to
transportation and infrastructure planning in
Ontario,” said Bryan Hocking, CEO of ORBA, in a
statement.
“Furthermore, we are pleased to see that both the
Bradford Bypass and Highway 413 are included in
this strategy. These commitments, as well as the
funding noted within this yearʼs budget, are
essential stepping stones to building a longterm
sustainable transportation network for all
Ontarians.”
The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of
Ontario (RCCAO) was also pleased to see funding
for highway expansion and rehabilitation.
“These critical infrastructure investments reflect
an understanding that we must start to build the
infrastructure of tomorrow, today,” said Nadia
Todorova, executive director of RCCAO. “By
building the Bradford Bypass, Highway 413, and
transit across the province, the government is
acting with welcomed foresight in laying the
foundation for Ontarioʼs longterm continued
economic development and prosperity.”
Todorova said RCCAO the support for
municipalities will help with the impacts of the
pandemic on their operating budgets.
“The $316.2 million financial assistance matching
the federal governmentʼs contribution for
municipalities is crucial to ensure citiesʼ state-ofgood-repair projects proceed without
interruptions or cuts,” Todorova noted.
Karen Renkema, VP Ontario for the good repair
projects proceed Progressive Contractors
Association of Canada (PCA), said the biggest
issue the association continues to raise is
affordability.

construction costs, there are inflationary pressures
on them as well because of l ack of labour, supply
chain issues and inflation,” said Renkema. “The
hospital building budget went from $30 to $40
million, which is really substantial, but Iʼm sure the
government also knows that the cost of construction
is increasing, so what it would h ave cost years ago
itʼs going to cost more now.”
Affordability is going to continue to be a concern for
the taxpayer too.
“Labour falls into that. The issue of the day for
everybody in the construction industry is where are
we going to find the people right now,” Renkema
noted. “Infrastructure is going to cost more because
of other issues as well but labour supply is adding
to that.”
She said the Doug Ford government has made
headway in ensuring public construction work is
more affordable for taxpayers and accessible to
workers by passing Bill 66, allowing all Ontario
municipalities to open up public construction work
to competition.
“I hope the taxpayer is questioning and thinking
about every time infrastructure is built in Ontario.
Are we making sure weʼre getting the best bang for
our buck? What I mean by that is are we ensuring
that all contractors are competing for these projects
and everybody is sharpening their pencils, as
opposed to the small few contractors being able to
access some of these projects,” said Renkema.
The Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance (OSTA) also
praised the government for the investment in the
Skilled Trades Strategy.
“The Ford government is the first in years in Ontario
to make a such a major push to promote the value
of skilled trades careers,” said Patrick McManus,
chair of OSTA.
“From dispatching recruiters into hundreds of
schools to launching a new agency to promote the
trades, Minister (Monte) McNaughton and this
government have shown real leadership and
commitment to tackling the labour shortage by
exposing a whole generation to the tremendous
opportunity and pride that comes with a career in
the skilled trades.”

“The reality is all other infrastructure and
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FEDERAL BUDGET:
Renewed focus on housing and
infrastructure the right move,
but no clear help for cities
Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario, News Release, April 8, 2022

V

aughan, Ont. - RCCAO welcomes the focus on housing and infrastructure investment in the Federal
Governmentʼs Budget 2022 but is troubled that there is no new dedicated funding to help cities with
the cost of state-of-good-repair projects.

“The pandemic created significant impacts on municipal budgets, especially those with large transit systems.
Large municipalities are facing funding gaps and will be forced to use capital program budgets to address
operating pressures without additional government support,” said RCCAO Executive Director, Nadia
Todorova.
“Cities needed to see more concrete and dedicated funding to directly help them address these pressures.
We are hopeful that the adjustment to the Canada Infrastructure Programʼs funding profile will create
flexibility to provide municipalities with necessary financial assistance in recognition of the delays and
overall impacts of the pandemic on priority infrastructure projects and their state-of-good-repair.”
The extension of the Canada Infrastructure Programʼs construction deadline from October 2027 to October
2033 is a welcomed recognition of the building disruptions caused by the COVID pandemic.
RCCAO supports the accompanying adjustment to the programʼs funding profile to ensure that funding is
available when needed to support priority projects of provinces in a dynamic way.
RCCAO is pleased to see the Federal governmentʼs focus on housing and acknowledgement that every order
of government has a role to play in facilitating additional housing supply. The fulsome suite of proposed
housing policies is a step in the right direction for addressing a critical need of many Canadians shut out by
the housing crisis.
“We look forward to learning more about the intended flexibility that the federal government wants to create
within the Canada Community-Building Fund to tie access to infrastructure funding to actions by the
province to increase housing supply,” said Nadia Todorova.
“It is important that infrastructure funding, especially a permanent and stable funding source like the
Canada Community-Building Fund, or the Gas Tax as it was previously known, does not create uncertainty
or additional barriers to accessing funding for critical municipal infrastructure projects.”
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Ontario stakeholders
eager for details on
feds’ new
infrastructure,
housing policies
By Don Wall, Daily Commercial News, April 14, 2022
Ontario construction stakeholders have praise that
the Justin Trudeau Liberals are pledging to
implement important new programs to boost
housing and assist the trades during trying times
while promising to reduce the deficit over the next
five years.

“In light of the difficulties that the government is
facing right now, trying to weed through the
pandemic thatʼs supposed to end that never ends,
and with the war in Ukraine, I think they provided
some very thoughtful pathways in the budget,” said
Renkema.

But several are pondering the implications of
cryptic or incompletely fleshed out new federal
infrastructure policies contained in the April 7
federal budget – or decrying the general lack of
emphasis on infrastructure.

Several measures related to infrastructure policy
have observers like Nadia Todorova, executive
director of the Residential and Civil Construction
Alliance of Ontario, looking for clarification.

“In the circumstances, post-pandemic, with the
challenges that are confronting Canadians, it
seems like a fairly prudent approach,” commented
Ian Cunningham, president of the Council of
Ontario Construction Associations. “Thereʼs a
focus on helping people and helping businesses
meet the challenges that were created by the
pandemic and at the same time creating a path to
a more sustainable fiscal future. Itʼs getting the
debt-to-GDP ratio back to sustainable levels and
as weʼre confronted with rising interest rates,
hopefully, interest rates will remain at a place
where they can stay on course.”
Finance Minister Chrystia Freeland announced the
federal deficit is projected to be $113.8 billion for
fiscal year 2021-22 but is expected to decline to
$8.4 billion by 2026-27.
Progressive Contractors Association of Canada
Ontario vice-president Karen Renkema remarked
that the government is showing more fiscal
restraint than in past years but still there will be
“enormous” debt to address in the future.

The government says it would accelerate the
deadline for provinces to commit their remaining
funding under the Investing in Canada Infrastructure
Program (ICIP) to priority projects to March 31,
2023, with any uncommitted funds reallocated to
other priorities, and the government also proposes
to extend the ICIP construction deadline from
October 2027 to October 2033.
Additionally, the government said it intends to
“create flexibility” within federal infrastructure
programs by tying access to infrastructure funding
to actions by provinces to increase housing supply,
using the Canada Community-Building Fund,
formerly the gas fund.
Todorova said she welcomes the extension of the
ICIP deadline, given that it recognizes how COVID
has slowed construction schedules, but wants to see
more information on the other proposals.
“Flexibility can mean so many different things,” said
Todorova. “When it comes to permanent, stable
funding sources like the Canada CommunityBuilding Fund, we always get nervous when
15
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additional measures start to get attached to it.”

Questions about Accelerator Fund

No municipal top-up

Richard Lyall, president of the Residential
Construction Council of Ontario, similarly said there
were few specifics about how the proposed $4billion Housing Accelerator Fund and other new
housing programs would work.

Both Todorova and Patrick McManus, executive
director with the Ontario Sewer and Watermain
Construction Association, said they are concerned
there was no municipal top-up funding
announced to help cities with state-of-goodrepair projects.
Twice during the pandemic the federal
government has supported Ontario municipalities
in recognition that revenues from such sources as
transit ridership had dropped steeply. McManus
noted the City of Toronto has already included a
caveat in its new capital budget to cover possible
COVID costs.
Spring tenders in Ontario ought not to be affected
but late and early fall capital spending might be,
he suggested.
“Itʼs disappointing,” McManus said. “Thatʼs where
weʼll start to see the impact.”
For Giovanni Cautillo, president of the Ontario
General Contractors Association, the biggest
disappointment was the lack of overall
prominence for traditional ICI infrastructure. The
government described housing as essential
infrastructure but its formerly much-heralded
$180-billion long-term infrastructure plan,
introduced six years ago, seems to be an
afterthought, Cautillo said.
The support for housing is fine, he said, but new
homes need supportive infrastructure in the way
of roads, hospitals and schools.
“I think when they have plans to spend $180
billion then you have to sit down and reaffirm that
in the budget, saying, weʼre continuing with this,”
said Cautillo.

“The government has indicated it has earmarked
$10 billion to help ease the housing crisis but many
of the proposals are demand-side measures such as
assisting people to save for a down payment,” said
Lyall.
“Ontario is short about 25,000 housing units a year
so more measures are needed but there is a lack of
specific information on how these funds will put a
dent in the problem and substantially boost
housing.”
Other budget proposals recognized by the Ontario
stakeholders included the expansion of the
Temporary Foreign Worker Program, the proposed
boost of $84.2 million over four years for the Union
Training and Innovation Program, the introduction
of a $15billion Growth Fund to attract private sector
investment into the green transition and the new
Labour Mobility Deduction.
McManus, who is also the chair of the Ontario
Skilled Trades Alliance, had called for immigration
reform prior to the budget. He said the Labour
Mobility Deduction would benefit compulsory trades
more than voluntary and residential trades.
“I think the initiative is great. We just need to look at
how to expand that out in ways to allow voluntary
trades to tap into it as well,” he said.
Renkema remarked, “The Temporary Foreign Worker
Program maybe fills the gaps temporarily, but we
need workers for the long term, not just for the
short term.”

“OK, what have you done with that? How much of
that money has been spent? Has there been a
reconciliation of that? What benefits will the
citizens of Canada derive from your investment in
infrastructure?”
“There was no talk on that.”
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Ontario Releases Plan to Build Transportation and
Transit Infrastructure in the Greater Golden Horseshoe
Office of the Premier, Government of Ontario, News Release, March 10, 2022
WOODBRIDGE — With the population of the
Greater Golden Horseshoe expected to reach
almost 15 million people over the next 30 years,
the Ontario government today released
Connecting the GGH: A Transportation Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe. With more than 100
immediate and near-term actions, including
building Highway 413 and the Bradford Bypass,
the plan will support population and employment
growth, reduce gridlock, connect communities,
and improve peopleʼs access to jobs, housing,
health care and education.
“Our government is saying ʻyesʼ to building the
roads, highways and public transit needed to
unlock our full economic potential and keep our
province moving forward,” said Premier Doug
Ford. “As we attract more skilled workers to
Ontario, we need to build more roads and
highways to keep up with population growth.
Highway 413 and the Bradford Bypass are a critical
part of our plan to build Ontario as we connect
communities, reduce gridlock and get goods to
market sooner.”
In addition to building new highways to address
gridlock, the province is also moving ahead with
the largest subway build in Canadian history
alongside the expansion of regional passenger rail
services. Doing so will ensure the province
delivers on its mandate of two-way, all-day, 15minute service.
“Our government is building roads, highways and
transit to connect communities, fight gridlock and
keep goods and people moving across the
province, including in Ontarioʼs economic engine,

the Greater Golden Horseshoe,” said Caroline
Mulroney, Minister of Transportation. “No matter
how you choose to move, we are building all forms
of transportation infrastructure to help you get to
where you need to go more safely, quickly, and
conveniently. Our bold vision will create jobs, boost
Ontarioʼs competitiveness and meet the demands of
people in this rapidly growing region.”
Connecting the GGH: A Transportation Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe is an evergreen, living
document that will continuously evolve, be updated
and improved to meet forecasted growth and future
needs of the region. To this end, the province will
continue to work closely with municipal, Indigenous
and Francophone communities, transportation
agencies, industry and businesses to align planning
and keep this vital region moving.
“The Greater Golden Horseshoe is home to diverse
communities with different transportation needs,”
said Vĳay Thanigasalam, Parliamentary Assistant to
the Minister of Transportation. “Our government has
developed a transportation plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe that is informed by engagement
with local community members, partners, and
stakeholders.”
As part of the plan, the province will establish a
taskforce of local leaders to advise on additional
ways to improve connections between modes and
communities, support regional tourism and help
keep people and goods moving.
Here's what our partners are saying about
“Connecting the GGH: A Transportation Plan for
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the Greater Golden Horseshoe,” a 30-year plan
that prepares for significant population and
employment growth and builds toward a more
connected transportation system to meet the
needs of individuals, families and businesses
across the region.
“RCCAO is delighted to see this kind of long-term
infrastructure planning in Ontario. The Greater
Golden Horseshoe Transportation Plan is a crucial
element of ensuring that the transportation needs
across the region are addressed and that critical
infrastructure is expanded appropriately to meet
the long-term needs of the province. We
commend the fact that the plan contains a blend
of significant highway expansion along with
continued focus on transit development for the
region.”

Greater Golden Horseshoe. As the region expands,
its important that the province invests in the
necessary transportation infrastructure to
accommodate the movement of the almost 5 million
more people expected to reside here by 2051. This
is precisely what this highway will help to do. We
commend the Ford governmentʼs foresight in
moving this project forward, as it will help to secure
the future prosperity of our region and province.”
— Patrick McManus, Executive Director, Ontario
Sewer and Watermain Construction Association /
Greater Toronto Sewer and Watermain Contractorsʼ
Association

“The Greater Golden Horseshoe (GGH) is an
important area for economic growth. The GGHʼs
highways are key routes for domestic and
international trade, serving multiple sectors of
— Nadia Todorova, Executive Director, Residential Ontarioʼs supply chain. With $1.16 trillion annually
and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) worth of goods transported on the GGH network,
strategic planning and investment in this area will
“The Toronto and Area Road Builders Association
help keep Ontario competitive now and for future
welcomes the release of the 30-year plan for the
generations. Congestion in the Greater Toronto and
growth and integration of the roads and transit
Hamilton Area is already costing the Ontario
systems in the Greater Golden Horseshoe region.
economy up to $11 billion a year in productivity
The plan demonstrates both foresight and
losses; and this figure is expected to continue
commitment in ensuring that the necessary
rising. The Ontario supply chain cannot continue to
transportation infrastructure is in place to keep
absorb these types of inefficiencies while competing
people and goods moving efficiently so the region for market share in the North American supply
can continue to deliver maximum economic
chain. The Ontario Trucking Association strongly
benefits to the province as it grows in the future.
supports the Government of Ontarioʼs decision to
Highway 413 and the Bradford Bypass are critical
address key infrastructure needs, such as reducing
components of this strategy for success.”
chokepoints and building additional capacity in GGH
network. These investments are great news for our
— Rob Bradford, Executive Director, Toronto and
sector and the Ontario economy.”
Area Road Builders Association (TARBA)
— Stephen Laskowski, President, Ontario Trucking
“The Heavy Construction Association of Toronto
Association (OTA)
applauds the ministryʼs commitment to expanding
the transportation routes across the 905 belt, an
“Ontarioʼs world class roadbuilding industry delivers
area that will see significant growth in the coming important public infrastructure such as highways,
decades. The long-term focus of the plan provides bridges, and transit systems. The Greater Golden
planning certainty to the roadbuilding industry in
Horseshoe needs large infrastructure projects like
terms of capacity building for companies, stability the widening of Highway 401, the construction of
of employment and beyond that, opportunities for Highway 413, the Bradford Bypass, and the
young and new Canadians to enter into our skilled expansion of the GO Transit system. Projects like
workforce.”
these improve efficiency and accessibility to
markets, connecting us as Ontarians and increasing
— Peter Smith, Executive Director, Heavy
economic activity.”
Construction Association of Toronto (HCAT)
— Bryan Hocking, Chief Executive Officer, Ontario
“Highway 413 is a critical piece of infrastructure
Road Buildersʼ Association (ORBA)
for the long-term growth and development of the
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RCCAO
Praises GGH
Transportation
Plan’s Visionary
Approach
Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario, News Release, March 10, 2022

V

aughan, Ont., - The Ontario Governmentʼs Connecting the GGH: A Transportation Plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe brings a much-needed long-term focus to transportation and infrastructure
planning in Ontario.

The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) believes the plan is a crucial element of
ensuring the transportation needs across the region are addressed and that critical infrastructure expands
appropriately to grow with the province over the long-term.
This visionary approach provides a proactive and predictable framework for industry and labour to build the
future of Ontario that will facilitate expected growth and meet the needs of the province for decades to
come.
“We are very pleased to see the Bradford Bypass and Highway 413 is a part of this long-term vision,” said
Nadia Todorova, Executive Director of RCCAO. “Both projects are of vital importance to Ontario that will help
reduce congestion, foster long-term economic competitiveness, and improve connectivity throughout
Ontario.”
The transportation plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe creates favourable conditions that will address the
expected population growth in Ontario and facilitate the expansion of badly needed housing supply, while
providing a significant economic boost to the province that will create thousands of jobs.
RCCAO appreciates the comprehensive work and planning that the Ministry of Transportation has been
leading to build the foundation for a long-term Greater Golden Horseshoe Transportation Plan. It is
important the Government of Ontario continues its innovative, bold and forward-thinking planning to ensure
that the province is ready to not only meet the challenges of the next three decades, but surpass and exceed
them.
“We commend the fact that the plan contains a blend of significant highway expansion along with continued
focus on transit development for the region,ʼ said Todorova.
“This all encompassing planning approach will ensure that Ontario is well equipped to address the
tremendous long-term growth predicated across the region”.
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Toronto Sun Op-Ed:
TODOROVA: Ontario's integrated
approach to transportation
planning offers many benefits

By Nadia Todorova, Toronto Sun, March 17, 2022

F

or decades, Ontario has underbuilt transportation
infrastructure needed to get people and goods
moving in the region spanning from Niagara to
Oshawa to Barrie, and everywhere in between.

away from the hub-and-spoke model will create a
smoother, integrated transportation experience
throughout the broader region by creating capacity
where it is needed.

The argument is often polarized into a roads versus
transit debate, resulting in far more debating than
building, to the detriment of people and businesses
alike. This needs to change.

Beyond simply looking at transportation, it creates
favourable conditions for greater densification
throughout the region. The kind that facilitates a
significant addition of desperately needed housing
supply and clearing the way for more jobs, with
greater proximity for people to those employment
opportunities.

The honest answer is Ontario needs both more
highways and transit, and that is why the long-term
transportation plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
(GGH) released by the province last week is a crucial The cost of inaction is real. The gridlock the region
step forward for transportation infrastructure in
experiences today already comes with significant
Ontario.
economic costs — $11 billion per year in lost
productivity and very real impacts on quality of life
The plan, “Connecting the GGH: A Transportation
for residents. Long commutes cause strain on
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe,” brings a
families, add stresses to daily life, and robs too many
much-needed long-term focus to transportation
of lifeʼs most precious commodity, time.
planning that will serve us all.
By 2051, population figures in the GGH are forecast
Crucially, the vision put forth by Premier Doug Ford
to grow from 10 million to 14.9 million people.
and Minister Caroline Mulroney offers a blend of
Without sustained investment and focus on
sustained expansion of highway and transit
expanding critical transportation and transit
infrastructure that will make it easier to get around
infrastructure, todayʼs gridlock will feel like the
the entire region, for all kinds of trips. This
golden years of yore in comparison.
comprehensive vision for transportation throughout
the GGH will alleviate gridlock within the city and
The integrated approach to planning offers many
create more options to move about the region where benefits.
current capacity is lacking. This will shorten travel
times, whether a vehicle on a highway or people on
Take the proposed Highway 413 for example, it will
transit.
connect communities in the northwest GTA and
provide a critical new transportation corridor where
Most importantly, it will expand travel options that
80% of people currently commute by car, whether gas
do not force travellers through the centre of Toronto, or electric. It, however, will not just be a new
which is currently far too often the case. Shifting
highway, the corridor will facilitate new transit
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development, in the form of a parallel transitway, to service the current residents in York, Halton, and
Peel regions along its route and the 1.6 million new people projected to come to that part of the GTA.
The transitway would run alongside the Highway 413 and be dedicated exclusively for public transit, such
as buses and light rail. This is the sort of forward-thinking mix of transit and transportation
infrastructure that the province needs.
This complimentary mix is why the long-term plan is visionary, as well as offering a proactive and
predictable framework for industry and labour to build the future of Ontario that can meet the needs of
the province for decades to come.
The province recognizes that this comprehensive planning document will evolve over time. Thatʼs true of
all long-term plans. One thing however will remain the same, Ontario needs a lot more transportation
capacity to keep a growing region moving and addressing the problems of the past. Letʼs get building.
— Nadia Todorova is the executive director of the Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario

Ontario Premier Pushes Pre-Election
Toronto Transport Expansion
By Scott Van Voorhis in Engineering News-Record, March 14, 2022

T

he Toronto area could see an infusion of more than $64 billion in new provincial spending on
highway and transit projects over the next three decades under a long-term transportation plan
released on March 10 by Ontario Premier Doug Ford.

The timing of the planʼs release is notable, coming a few months before provincial voters are to decide,
likely on June 2, whether to re-elect Fordʼs Progressive Conversative Party. The head of the opposition
New Democrat party, Andrea Horwath, dismisses the funding infusion as a “gimmick.”
But Peter Smith, executive director of the Heavy Construction Association of Toronto, says the the plan is
more than just election-year fodder. He says it comes in response to rapid growth in greater Toronto,
with its population projected to grow by more than 40% over the next quarter century.
“It is real,” he said. “This is a huge financial commitment from the province and long overdue.” The
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provinceʼs transportation plan includes a number of projects and other spending already in the works,
with construction crews currently at work – or gearing up to start - on billions of dollars in various transit
projects in Toronto and its environs.
But it also includes two new highway projects and two new transit projects, although the latter are still in
conceptual stages.
Keeping up With Growth
One focus of the highway and transit projects is to ease lateral movement along the perimeter of the
Toronto area, compared to the more typical focus of moving riders in and out of the city, said Nadia
Todorova, executive director of the Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario.
The proposed Highway 413 would add a new four-to-six lane, 36-mile highway skirting the edges of
Toronto, with connections to five different highways and 11 interchanges linked to city roads. The plan
also discusses the potential to roll out light transit along the new highway route.
Bradford Bypass, the second major highway project proposed, involves construction of a 10-mile stretch
of controlled access freeway to connect highways 400 and 404.
One of the two new transit projects would provide access to Toronto Pearson International airport—
connecting the already planned Ontario Line to an eastwest subway line and then back to the Ontario
Line in a loop.
The second project outlines a light rail line across the cityʼs northern edge, to connect to suburbs
southwest and east of Toronto, Burlington and Oshawa. A significant part of the new line would parallel
Highway 407.
The huge proposed outlay on new transportation infrastructure comes as provincial and local officials
scramble to keep up with the city's population surge. as well as a booming economy and real estate
market.
Greater Toronto is expected to reach 10 million people by 2046, up from just over 7 million now, a
nearly 41% rise.
“The new lines will help with lateral movement,” Todorova said. “Itʼs very forward thinking.”

Ontario releases transportation and transit
plan for Greater Golden Horseshoe
By ReNew Canada, March 11, 2022

W

ith the population of the Greater Golden Horseshoe expected to reach almost 15 million people
over the next 30 years, the Ontario government released “Connecting the GGH: A Transportation
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe.”

The plan includes more than 100 immediate and near-term actions, including building Highway 413 and
the Bradford Bypass, as well as plans to create a new transit loop that would connect the proposed
Ontario Line to Pearson airport and the Richmond Hill Centre. The plan also incorporates ways to widen
and expand highways 400, 401, 403 and the QEW.
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“Over the next decade alone, the province plans to spend a projected $61 billion on transit and $21
billion on highways.
“Our government is saying ʻyesʼ to building the roads, highways and public transit needed to unlock our
full economic potential and keep our province moving forward,” said Premier Doug Ford. “As we attract
more skilled workers to Ontario, we need to build more roads and highways to keep up with population
growth. Highway 413 and the Bradford Bypass are a critical part of our plan to build Ontario as we
connect communities, reduce gridlock and get goods to market sooner.”
In addition to building new highways to address gridlock, the province is also says it is moving ahead
with the largest subway build in Canadian history alongside the expansion of regional passenger rail
services.

“No matter how you choose to move, we are building all forms of transportation infrastructure to help
you get to where you need to go more safely, quickly, and conveniently. Our bold vision will create jobs,
boost Ontarioʼs competitiveness and meet the demands of people in this rapidly growing region,” said
Caroline Mulroney, Minister of Transportation.
The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) commented that the plan is a crucial
element of ensuring the transportation needs across the region are addressed and that critical
infrastructure expands appropriately to grow with the province over the long-term.
“We are very pleased to see the Bradford Bypass and Highway 413 is a part of this long-term vision,” said
Nadia Todorova, executive director of RCCAO. “Both projects are of vital importance to Ontario that will
help reduce congestion, foster long-term economic competitiveness, and improve connectivity
throughout Ontario.”
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News Release: RCCAO Praises Crucial
Reforms to Ontario’s Utility Locates System
By Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) , March 8, 2022

V

aughan, Ont. – The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) welcomes the
Ontario Governmentʼs proposed changes introduced in Bill 93, Getting Ontario Connected Act, 2022,
which bring regulatory reforms to the Ontario One Call utility locates system.

“We commend the government for tabling this bill, which is an important step toward meaningful
improvements to a system that has caused considerable difficulties for the infrastructure and construction
industry.” said Nadia Todorova, Executive Director of RCCAO.
“These crucial reforms will go a long way in addressing the current lack of timely locate responses,
remove duplicative system requirements and alleviate the costly delays that hold up construction
projects.”
While the current system legally mandates locate requests be responded to within five business days, as
high as 85% of requests are late. One Callʼs own reported data shows that 49% of call tickets took longer
than 15 days, with only 14% being completed within the legislated five-day timeline.
These costly delays mount quickly and delay projects. For example, each hour of idle time in the sewer
and watermain sector incurs $1,000 in additional costs, while that figure is $10,000 per day in the roads
sector.
These legislative changes come at a crucial time with the beginning of this yearʼs digging season right
around the corner, and RCCAO encourages all MPPs to adopt them during the current legislative session.
The reforms in Bill 93 act on RCCAOʼs advocacy work put forth during this winterʼs pre-budget
consultation process.
“The proposed reforms, such as allowing contractors on the same dig site to share locates, extending
and standardizing the validity period of locates to minimum of 60 days and mandating the use of a
dedicated locator model for certain projects, are elements that will provide tangible and positive changes
to worksites across Ontario,” said Todorova.
RCCAO will continue to advocate for sensible reforms that reduce costly regulatory delays and ensures
safety across construction sites for workers and the community alike.
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Changes on the way for
chronic late locates?
By Ottawa Construction Association, April 2022

I

t appears as though thereʼs positive news on the horizon for Ontarioʼs underground contractors.

A section of the Ontario Governmentʼs proposed Bill 93, the “Getting Ontario Connected Act, 2022,”
would enact reforms to the Ontario One Call (OOC) utility locates system. Reforms that some say, are
long overdue.
“We commend the government for tabling this bill, which is an important step toward meaningful
improvements to a system that has caused considerable difficulties for the infrastructure and
construction industry,” said Nadia Todorova, executive director of the Residential and Civil Construction
Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO). “These crucial reforms will go a long way in addressing the current lack of
timely locate responses, remove duplicative system requirements and alleviate the costly delays that hold
up construction projects.”
By law, Ontarioʼs one call system mandates anyone who digs – contractor, homeowner or otherwise – to
contact the OOC to obtain utility locates. That just makes sense, given the dangers of striking buried gas
or electric lines. And by law, OOC must respond to those locate requests within five business days.
The reality is anything but. RCCAO reports that 85 percent of utility locate request are late. OOCʼs own
data shows that nearly half – 49 percent – of call tickets took longer than 15 days to fill, with only 14
percent being completed within the legislated five-day timeline.
The National Capital Heavy Construction Association (NCHCA) is keeping a close eye on the scope of the
issue locally. The association also sits on a working group with RCCAO, the Ontario Road Builders
Association and the Ontario Sewer and Watermain Construction Association that has worked with Ontario
One Call and the Ministry of Government and Consumer Services to remedy the problem.
In an October letter to minister Ross Romano, NCHCA executive director Kathryn Sutherland also spoke to
the extent that late locates are affecting contractorsʼ ability to perform their work. “Numerous projects have
been shut down because they are unable to get locates and/or [utility] remarks,” she advised.
Thereʼs a finer point to the problem: delays cost money. NCHCA estimates that each hour of idle time in the
sewer and watermain sector incurs $1,000 in additional costs. The figure rises to $10,000 per day in the
roads sector.
The legislative changes proposed in Bill 93 would extend the validity period of locates from at least 30 days
to at least 60. That move is expected to reduce the burden on the locate system.
A further change would also allow contractors to share locates when working on the same site, which is
again a move toward reducing the number of locates that must be performed.
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Finally, Bill 93 would also allow dedicated locators to be assigned to certain projects, which should allow for
faster service to sites.
“These changes should help, going forward,” says Sutherland.
While the NCHCA and the RCCAO have both praised the bill for its reforms, two key issues remain
unaddressed.
First, the Ontario One Call legislation gives equal priority to locate requests from homeowners and those
from contractors building multi-million-dollar projects. Relatively simple homeowner requests are often
prioritized over more complicated civil construction tickets as a result.
Second, the locate business is plagued with staffing shortages. Its highly seasonal nature means itʼs not a
long-term career choice for many. As a result, locate contractors, like Promark in Ottawa, are faced with
staffing shortages.

Thatʼs an issue Todorova says is very much on the industryʼs radar. She sits on another working group on
behalf of RCCAO with the goal of finding short- and long-term solutions to the locate industryʼs staffing
challenges.
“But thereʼs nothing we can do about this issue in time for this yearʼs digging season,” she concedes.
The other small complicating matter when it comes to bringing Bill 93 into force is the provincial election. A
June election date means the writ could be dropped, and the legislature dissolved, early next month. Time is
clearly factor.
The good news is, Bill 93 has passed second reading. It was referred to the Standing Committee on General
Government for consideration on March 30.
Because the bill also supports the provinceʼs goal of bringing more broadband internet technology to
underserved and unserved communities, itʼs likely something the government will want to get passed before
it drops the writ. Whether it does is anyoneʼs guess.
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Are reforms on the horizon for Ontario’s
One Call system?
By Angela Gismondi, Daily Commercial News, April 5, 2022
The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of
Ontario (RCCAO) and the Ontario Sewer and
Watermain Construction Association (OSWCA)
support many aspects of Bill 93, the Getting
Ontario Connected Act, but say there are more
things that can be done to improve the timely
delivery of utility locates.
“The (proposed) bill is really a significant piece of
legislation because what it does is provide
necessary and long-awaited reform to the Ontario
One Call utility locate systems and processes. It
really serves as an important step towards
meaningful improvement to the system that has
really caused considerable difficulty for industry,”
said Nadia Todorova, executive director of the
RCCAO.

reform to the utility locate process for almost a
decade.
“This has been one of those issues that has been
getting progressively worse over the years and itʼs
caused a lot of delays and a lot of lost money in our
industry,” said Patrick McManus, executive director
of OSWCA. “The fact that there has been movement
by the ministry to try some new things, to try to
speed up this process of utility locates is excellent.”
The current status of the bill is “Consideration by
Standing Committee on General Government.”
Schedule 2 of the bill amends the Ontario
Underground Infrastructure Notification System Act.

“If the utility locates are not delivered in a timely
manner it really impacts the work onsite. It impacts
“Weʼre hoping that the bill is passed and weʼre
timelines, it impacts the completion schedule and it
really looking to Ontario One Call to implement a
can also be quite expensive,” explained Todorova,
lot of these regulatory changes quickly and
who deputed before the standing committee
efficiently, hopefully in time for this yearʼs digging recently.
season.”
“In Ontario the legislated timelines to respond to
Both the RCCAO and OSWCA have been requesting locate requests is five business days and we found
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that as high as 85 per cent of those requests are late.”
According to data from One Call, half of call tickets for September 2021 took longer than 15 days across
the province, with only 14 per cent being completed within the legislated five-day timeline.
Todorova and McManus agreed the proposed change they are most supportive of is extending the
validity period of a locate to at least 60 days, up from the current minimum of 30 days, which is
expected to reduce the number of locate requests and likely the number and severity of late locates.
“We were hoping to see 90 days but 60 days works,” McManus said. “On a full month project itʼs going to
cut in half the number of locates you have to do or that you have to call in for.”
The RCCAO is also pleased to see there are provisions allowing excavators to share locate information
that they receive with other excavators working on the same project.
“Right now what you have is contractors and subcontractors that are working on the exact same project,
they all have to do their own locate requests which creates an enormous amount of duplication in the
system,” Todorova said.
“Allowing contractors on the same dig site to share locates is going to reduce the workload of One Call
members and thereby reduce the locate response backlog.”
Both RCCAO and OSWCA said they support the dedicated locator model, a new model proposed in the
bill.
“Basically, youʼre going to have a locator who will respond to all locate requests by the project owner for
specific infrastructure projects,” Todorova explained.
“From our perspective, the model has the potential to eliminate the need to wait on several different
locators to service the infrastructure project. Weʼre hoping that this model will streamline the locate
work and reduce the wait times.”
McManus said the details on how this will work still need to be flushed out.
“This has the potential to be the biggest game changer in all of this and potentially substantially reduce
the timelines that weʼve become used to over these last nine or 10 years,” said McManus.
“If we move to this dedicated locator model…where one locator is certified by all these different utility
companies to provide locates, youʼre no longer waiting on five, six or eight different locators to show up
on a jobsite.”
McManus said they were hoping to see hard enforcement of five days for providing locates, from the
time you call in to the time theyʼre provided. The original One Call Act stipulated five days but there was
no enforcement mechanism, he explained. Under the dedicated locator model, that period would be 10
days.
“Weʼre still not certain whether anything is going to hold the locate service provider or utility companies
to providing these things in the timeline,” he said.
“We understand the complexities of trying to put that piece into play. Itʼs a very difficult thing for the
government to do so we understand why they didnʼt do it.
“Really the only thing that matters to us is that we get our locates on time so we can get our projects
going.”
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Excess Soil Update:
Pausing legislation
announcement
Chris Lompart, Ministry of Environment,
Conservation and Parks
Greetings,
I am reaching out to share that the Ministry of the
Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) is
moving forward with a temporary suspension of
the need to comply with the requirements under
O. Reg. 406/19: On-Site and Excess Soil
Regulation (“Excess Soil Regulation”) that came
into effect on January 1, 2022, until January 1,
2023.
The Excess Soil Regulation was finalized in 2019
and was intended to make it easier and safer to
reuse more excess soil locally. The Excess Soil
Regulation has been phased in over a number of
years, with the majority of the provisions already
in place. However, we heard from developers and
municipalities that they need more time to
implement the most recent set of requirements
that came into effect on January 1, 2022, and to
better understand their responsibilities. To
support these stakeholders and others, we have
decided to suspend the most recent provisions
until January 1, 2023.
We would like to thank everyone who took the
time to share input on this proposal. We look
forward to on-going dialogue over the coming
months with our stakeholder and Indigenous
partners on additional education, outreach, and
guidance needs, to help further support successful
implementation of these requirements.
MECP is committed to setting clear rules to
support the appropriate beneficial reuse of excess
soils and to working with municipalities, and other
law enforcement agencies to help put a stop to
illegal dumping of excess soil.

In the meantime, our regulatory framework as it was
in effect before January 1, 2022 continues to apply
to ensure our health and environment are protected.
This includes criteria, that if met, defines excess soil
as a resource for reuse, and not designated waste.
This also includes the related excess soil reuse
standards and rules, and exemptions from the need
for waste-related approvals in various
circumstances.
For those who have planned to implement the
January 1, 2022 requirements this calendar year, we
would recommend proceeding forward with your
planning, assessments, and registration this year, as
a best practice.
Please pass this information along to colleagues,
members of your organization, other organizations,
and anyone else that may be interested.
For further information on this decision and input
received on the proposal, please refer to the decision
notice on the Environmental Registry of Ontario
(ERO):
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-5203.
If you have any questions or would like to discuss
this decision, please contact Jessica Isaac, Manager
(A) or Laura Blease, Senior Policy Advisor with the
Land Use Policy Unit at MECP.LandPolicy@ontario.ca.
Sincerely,
Original Signed by:
Chris Lompart
Director (A), Environmental Policy Branch
Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
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Toronto ‘construction
hub’ pilot improves
roadbuilding site
safety
Dan O'Reilly, Daily Commercial News
February 25, 2022
A special ʻconstruction hubʼ pilot project designed
to increase safety and coordinate construction
activity in a densely congested part of central
Toronto is reaping dividends and now the city is
on the threshold of establishing three more such
hubs.
Although their exact location is still being is being
finalized, they will be located in Torontoʼs
downtown, Liberty Village and downtown village
areas. They should be operational by April and
project managers for each have been hired, says
Craig Cripps, manager of construction
coordination and traffic mitigation with the cityʼs
transportation services department.

Following that death, the city moved fast and
established the Yonge-Eglinton Construction Hub.
Inspired by a similar initiative in Seattle, the pilot
program was operational the following year and has
a three-year timeline.
The hubʼs purpose is to manage construction
activity and improve dialogue between contractors
and the areaʼs residents and business owners, with
the goal of reducing the impact of construction on
the community.

A city employee is the construction hub project
manager and that personʼs function is to act as a
liaison between contractors, residents and local
business owners, as well as with other city
Significant utility, water and road works, Metrolinx departments, he explains.
transit expansion projects, and a high density of
private developments were the factors dictating
There are bi-weekly meetings between city officials
the selection of those districts which can be
and both public and private contractors and at those
roughly described as being in the west, downtown, meetings construction industry representatives are
and east sections of the city, he says.
asked to provide to provide two- to three-week
“look ahead schedules.”
Each will be crossed by the 15.6-kilometre, 15stop Ontario Line subway, he points out.
That forecasting is especially important in
controlling the number of concrete pours— and
The three new hubs are intended to build on the
concrete trucks—into the community at any one
success of the cityʼs first ever Yonge-Eglinton
time. But those limitations and precautions also
Construction Hub Program.
benefit contractors and ensure theyʼre not all vying
for concrete simultaneously.
Named after the two major streets which intersect
with each other and considered to be heart of
The Eglinton Crosstown Link project “eats up a lot of
mid-town Toronto, the Yonge and Eglinton area is concrete” and the concrete delivery industry is
a mix of businesses, established residential
wrestling with supply chain issues, he says.
neighbourhoods, significant new residential
developments—both planned and underway—as
In addition, there are monthly consultation meetings
well as being the centre of the still-underwith residentsʼ associations and area councillors, as
construction 19 kilometre-long, 25-station,
well as regular updates to a construction hub
Eglinton Crosstown light rail transit line.
webpage.
It was also the site of a fatality when a pedestrian
was killed near a construction site in 2019.

Other components of the program are city ʻtraffic
agentsʼ who enforce one way truck traffic on two
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side streets which funnel into the Yonge/Eglinton area and lengthening— on a temporarily basis—no
parking areas. This gives drivers more space to manoeuvre their trucks when turning and also improves
sightlines, says Cripps.
Some of the measured yardsticks of the hub programʼs success include reduced construction costs and
improved measures to reduce dust and airborne particles. The city has begun monitoring air quality in
partnership with the University of Toronto, he says.
Still, another aspect of the program is a planned street fair which would entail closing a portion of Yonge
Street for the display of private and city owned equipment. This would give the public an idea of the
vehiclesʼ size and operational constraints, plus the safety precautions which have to be in place.
Originally, it has been scheduled for April 2020, but was cancelled because of COVID. At this point, the
fair is in a “rough plan” stage.

Government Relations Corner

RCCAO Government Engagement,
Submissions & Advocacy

Utility Locates: RCCAO
Submission re: Bill 93

R

CCAO provided comments to the
Standing Committee in support
of Bill 93, the “Getting Ontario
Connected Act.”

Click to read the submission.

RCCAO Submission to
MECA re: Excess Soils

R

CCAO provided comments to
the Ministry of Environment,
Conservation and Parks (MECP)
regarding the proposed pause of
excess soil requirements, which
came into effect on January 1, 2022.

Click to read the submission.
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Blindspot Awareness - Pass Trucks Safely

RCCAO is proud to be a member of the Blind Spot Awareness Project,
an industry’s health and safety initiative to promote road safety

Driving a truck is
totally different
from driving a car.

Visit passtruckssafely.ca to:
•
•
•
•

Learn about truck blind spots
How to pass trucks safely
Tips for driving safely downtown
Download a Defensive Driving Guide
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Residential and Civil Construction
Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO)
The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of
Ontario was founded in 2005. We are a unique
alliance of labour and management construction
groups that advocates for investment in Ontario
infrastructure. We have commissioned independent
research reports and videos to help inform
decision-makers with a vision of "Constructing
Ontario's Future."

Our members are:
• Greater Toronto Sewer and Watermain
Contractors Association
• Heavy Construction Association of Toronto
• Joint Residential Construction Association
• LiUNA, Local 183
• Ontario Formwork Association
• Toronto and Area Road Builders Association

RCCAO has an excellent track record of working
with governments at all levels to help develop
solutions to complex issues. Using a co-ordinated,
evidence-based approach with key stakeholders,
RCCAO has had a significant impact on the
infrastructure agenda and is relied upon by
government decision-makers for its expertise.

As an alliance, RCCAO advances the infrastructure
debate in a non-partisan manner. While expanding
opportunities for the construction sector is a core
mission, many of RCCAO's objectives will ultimately
serve the betterment of society.

Feedback on this newsletter is welcome.
Please send your comments to media@rccao.com.
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