
December 2022

Constructing Ontario's Future

www.rccao.com

https://rccao.com
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/rccao
https://twitter.com/_RCCAO


2

Contents

Page 3
Executive Directorʼs Message

Pages 4-7
Members Corner

Pages 14-16
Housing Announcement

Page 21
National Construction Day

Page 24
Excess Soil

Pages 25-27
Transportation and Transit
Infrastructure

Page 28
Social Media Spotlight

Page 22
Advocacy in Action

Page 23
Utility Locates

Pages 17-19
Fall Economic Statement

Page 20
Municipal Transit Funding
Announcement

Pages 8-10
Federal Pre-Budget
Consultations

Pages 11-13
Municipal Elections

December 2022



3

Welcome to the last issue for 2022 of the
RCCAO newsletter!

The last quarter of the year was certainly a
busy one and it included many infrastructure-
related news and developments.

Advocacy in Action
RCCAO was encouraged by the Government

of Ontario’s progress on transit and transportation
infrastructure this year. The year’s
accomplishments and future commitments were
detailed in the province’s Fall Economic Statement
(pg. 17-19). They also reiterated the government’s
priority of recruiting a new generation of builders
and expanding training capacity across Ontario.

It was also positive to see the announcement
earlier this month by Premier Ford and Minister
Mulroney on provincial and federal funding for
municipal transit (pg. 20). This funding is key for
cities, such as Toronto, to be able to continue with
critical infrastructure and state-of-good-repair work.

The October municipal elections, like the
provincial elections in June, reinforced the
importance Ontarians place on the need to invest
in our communities and continue building critical
infrastructure and housing to meet the demands of
a growing province.

The Ford government has taken swift action in
their new mandate, introducing and passing Bill 23,
the More Homes Built Faster Act this fall. It builds
on the Government of Ontario’s work to address
the province’s housing crisis (pg. 14-16).

Important improvements to underground
locates process are coming, thanks to new
regulations as a result of Bill 93, which was passed
in the spring (pg. 23). The timely delivery of
underground locates information is crucial to the
infrastructure and construction process and
RCCAO will remain focused on this issue going
into 2023.

Looking Ahead to 2023
As 2022 draws to a close, I can’t help but be

Nadia Todorova
Executive Director

Capping Off a Year of Successes
and Looking Ahead to 2023

Executive Director's Message

incredibly proud of all that RCCAO has
accomplished this year. I look forward to continue
working to advance infrastructure issues in a
positive and substantive way for 2023 and beyond.

RCCAO will continue to take a leadership role
on underground utility locates and work to ensure
that the 2023 digging season contains many of the
regulatory improvements currently being finalized.

January 2023 will see new excess soil
regulations enacted that were paused in April (pg.
24). RCCAO will remain engaged with members,
industry, and the Ministry of Environment,
Conservation and Parks to ensure that the new
regulations are implemented in a constructive way.

One of the biggest files for 2023 will be
addressing Ontario’s labour shortage through
reforms of the immigration system. RCCAO will be
ramping up advocacy work that began this year
with the Government of Ontario and Government
of Canada (pg. 22).

Beyond these issues, RCCAO will keep
working on ensuring that critical infrastructure like
Highway 413 and the Bradford Bypass, is being
built in the province (pg. 25-27).

I recently had the honour of being nominated as
a Board Member of the Construction & Design
Alliance of Ontario (CDAO) for a two-year term. I
look forward to working collaboratively with
partners across industry to continue enacting
improvements in the infrastructure space.

This marks the second year of the quarterly
RCCAO newsletter! We continue to receive
positive feedback on it and are pleased that so
many of you have signed up for it. You can view all
past newsletters as well as sign up any of your
colleagues for the newsletter here.

The office will be closed over the holiday break,
but you can stay connected with us through
Twitter and LinkedIn.

On behalf of all of us at RCCAO, I wish
everyone a safe and joyful holiday season!

https://rccao.com/news/quarterly-newsletter.php
https://twitter.com/_RCCAO
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rccao/


Local 793 Raises $72K for Easter Seals Ontario
Members Corner: International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 793
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Written by Sarah LeBret

You know Christmas is just around the corner
when even the grown-ups get to fulfill their
childhood dreams. And what Canadian doesn’t
grow up wanting to lace up the skates alongside
their hockey heroes?

Those dreams came true for 30 Local 793
business reps, organizers and staff on Friday,
December 2, as they took part in the Brad May
Celebrity Hockey Classic in support of Easter
Seals at Sixteen Mile Sports Complex in Oakville.

Local 793 entered two teams in the three-game
tournament, with Director of Organizing Kyle
Schutte’s Smooth Operators welcoming Toronto
Maple Leaf favourite Darcy Tucker to their ranks,
and Simcoe Area Coordinator Shawn McLeary’s
Goal Diggers being joined by Tampa Bay
Lightning’s 1994 Stanley Cup-winning tough guy
André Roy.

Local 793 has been a long-time supporter of
Easter Seals Ontario, raising more than $200,000
for the charity since first taking part in the
tournament in 2014. This year, members of the
two teams raised $62,000. With an additional
$10,000 from the Union’s sponsorship for the
event, Local 793 donated $72,000 to help the
tournament fundraise a total of $335,000.

Easter Seals Ontario provides children and youth
with physical disabilities the tools they need to
reach their full potential and make their own
positive impact on the world. It is a cause that
sporting heroes such as Roy are happy to
support.

“I meet and play with so many different people
doing these events and you get to see former
teammates and some guys you played against. It
is a good time, but at the end of the day it is
really for a great cause, too,” Roy said.

Following the event, Easter Seals Ontario
Fundraising Specialist Joey Wilson visited Local
793 head office in Oakville to present Business
Manager Mike Gallagher with an autographed
Toronto Maple Leafs jersey as a thank you for the
Union’s support.

Posted on December 8, 2022

https://iuoelocal793.org/local-793-raises-72k-for-easter-seals-ontario/


Members Corner: Laborersʼ International Union of North America (LiUNA) Local 183
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TORONTO – Labourers’ International Union of North America (LiUNA) Local 183 raised more than $1
million for numerous charities across the Greater Toronto Area through its 21st annual charity golf
tournament – breaking previous fundraising records.

A dedicated supporter of community organizations, LiUNA Local 183’s leadership, members, and
retirees proudly support charitable initiatives across Ontario through major fundraisers, including their
annual charity golf tournament.

“Since its inception, our tournament has raised millions in support of GTA charities that support and
build up our communities – a tradition we’re pleased to continue,” said Jack Oliveira, Business
Manager for LiUNA Local 183. “Our members and retirees are proud to give back to the communities
where they work and live.”

This year’s tournament was one the largest single-day tournaments in North America, spread across
eight of the GTA’s best golf courses, which included 1,200 participants from across Ontario.

“This was our biggest tournament yet,” continued Oliveira. “Thanks to the support of our members
and partners, we will be able to continue assisting the vital work of organizations in communities
throughout the region.”

LiUNA Local 183 Raises Over 1 Million Dollars for Charity
Press Release, LiUNA Local 183, September 29, 2022

https://liunalocal183.ca/liuna-local-183-raises-over-1-million-dollars-for-charity/
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Climate change is no longer a problem we can avoid, but rather a challenge that must be faced.
Climate change is the defining issue of our time and generation. It refers to the long-term rise in the
earth’s overall temperature, and is having profound and potentially permanent impacts on the world
we live in. According to NASA, over the last 20 years, 19 have been the warmest ever recorded, with
the trend continuing to gather pace.

Extreme event attribution is a relatively new field of study in meteorology and climate science that
tries to measure how ongoing climate change directly affects recent extreme weather events.
Extreme event attribution aims to determine which such recent events can be explained by or linked
to a warming atmosphere and are not simply due to natural variations.

Extreme event attribution impact varies across the globe. In Ontario, Climate change can affect the
intensity and frequency of precipitation. Warming water bodies increase the amount of water that
evaporates into the air. When more moisture-laden air moves over land or converges into a storm
system, it can produce more intense precipitation—for example, heavier rain and snowstorms. The
potential impacts of heavy precipitation include increase in flood risks.

Much of Ontario’s storm sewers we’re designed and built at time when major flood events were rare.
But as major flood events become yearly our storm water systems are struggling to manage the
increased volume.

On December 13th, 2022, the Financial Accountability Office of Ontario released it’s latest, in a series
of reports examining municipal infrastructure. The report, titled “Costing Climate Change Impacts to
Public Infrastructure” Assesses the financial impacts of extreme rainfall on public linear storm and
wastewater infrastructure in Ontario.

The FAO projects that bringing Ontario’s existing suite of linear storm and wastewater infrastructure
into a state of good repair and maintaining it until 2100 would have cost an average of $3.0 billion per
year in a stable climate, which would accumulate to approximately $240 billion by the end of the
century. This cumulative baseline cost includes $98 billion ($1.2 billion per year) in O&M expense and
$142 billion ($1.8 billion per year) in rehabilitation and renewal expense to 2100.

Ontario must take swift action to invest in climate adaptation infrastructure. Adaptation investment
also brings multiple benefits beyond cost-effectiveness, It is able to reduce future losses and damage,
create economic benefits – for example through reducing risk, increasing productivity and promoting
innovation, and can bring about a range of social and environmental benefits. These benefits can
develop regardless of whether climate change-related shocks occur or not.

Steven Crombie
Manager of Government and Public Affairs
Greater Toronto Sewer and Watermain Contractors Association

Members Corner: Greater Toronto Sewer and Watermain Contractors Association (GTSWCA)

Investing in Climate
Adaptation



RCCAO Holiday Luncheon

Members Corner: Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO)
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It was wonderful hosting a luncheon on December 7 for RCCAO board members, industry colleagues
and partners to celebrate the upcoming holiday season and celebrate our work over the last year!
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Vaughan, Ont. – The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) is calling on the
Federal Government to welcome more construction workers to Canada through immigration reforms,
fill municipal funding gaps caused by the pandemic, and streamline regulatory processes to shorten
the development approvals process while lowering compliance costs.

These three priorities were detailed in RCCAO’s Federal Budget 2023 pre-budget consultation
submitted to the House of Common’s Standing Committee on Finance. Enacted together, these three
items will boost the labour pool available to build up our communities, ensure stable funding to
complete capital projects and repairs, and reduce costly delays that hold up projects.

“These three priorities are crucial to addressing long-term critical infrastructure needs that will serve
Canadians and the economy well into the future,” said Nadia Todorova, Executive Director of
RCCAO.

“They will enhance the ability of industry to build critical infrastructure projects on-time and on-
budget, while ensuring the needed infrastructure is in place to serve Canadians for years to come.”

Infrastructure lays the foundation for nation building and provides significant opportunities for
economic growth, competitiveness, and improved quality of life. As we consider the population
projections for Canada and Ontario – 57 million by 2068 and 21 million by 2043, respectively – and
the current infrastructure deficit that exists, estimated to be as high as $270 billion, it is imperative
that investment decisions today carefully consider where we may be tomorrow.

“The ongoing collaboration of all three levels of government is needed to ensure critical infrastructure
keeps up with the long-term demands of our growing country,” said Todorova.

“Even with economic headwinds creating challenges, renewing and expanding critical infrastructure is
a great investment in the long-term prosperity of all Canadians.”

RCCAO’s formal submission can be read on the organization’s website:
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO_2023_Pre-budget-submission.pdf

RCCAO Press Release, October 12, 2022

RCCAO Offers Three Priorities to Build a
Better Canada

Federal Pre-Budget Consultations

https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO_2023_Pre-budget-submission.pdf
https://rccao.com/news/files/2022-10-12_RCCAO_News_Release_Federal_Budget_2023_Consultations.pdf


Federal Pre-Budget Consultations
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The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of
Ontario (RCCAO) is calling on the Federal
Government to welcome more construction
workers to Canada through immigration reforms,
fill municipal funding gaps caused by the
pandemic, and streamline regulatory processes to
shorten the development approvals process while
lowering compliance costs.

These three priorities were detailed in RCCAO’s
Federal Budget 2023 pre-budget consultation
submitted to the House of Common’s Standing
Committee on Finance. Enacted together, these
three items will boost the labour pool available to
build up our communities, ensure stable funding to
complete capital projects and repairs, and reduce
costly delays that hold up projects.

“These three priorities are crucial to addressing
long-term critical infrastructure needs that will
serve Canadians and the economy well into the
future,” said Nadia Todorova, Executive Director of
RCCAO. “They will enhance the ability of industry
to build critical infrastructure projects on-time and
on-budget, while ensuring the needed
infrastructure is in place to serve Canadians for
years to come.”

Infrastructure lays the foundation for nation
building and provides significant opportunities for
economic growth, competitiveness, and improved
quality of life. As we consider the population
projections for Canada and Ontario – 57 million by
2068 and 21 million by 2043, respectively – and
the current infrastructure deficit that exists,
estimated to be as high as $270 billion, it is
imperative that investment decisions today
carefully consider where we may be tomorrow.

“The ongoing collaboration of all three levels of
government is needed to ensure critical
infrastructure keeps up with the long-term
demands of our growing country,” said Todorova.
“Even with economic headwinds creating
challenges, renewing and expanding critical
infrastructure is a great investment in the long-
term prosperity of all Canadians.”

By ReNew Canada, October 14, 2022

RCCAO submits three construction
priorities to federal government

Federal Pre-Budget Consultations

https://www.renewcanada.net/rccao-submits-three-construction-priorities-to-federal-government/
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Vaughan, Ont. – The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) congratulates
the Mayors and Councillors elected yesterday in municipal elections across Ontario. RCCAO is
encouraged by the consistent message sent by voters in this year’s provincial and municipal elections
for the need to invest in our communities and continue building critical infrastructure to meet the
needs of a growing province.

“RCCAO will work with newly elected and re-elected municipal officials to offer concrete solutions to
the challenges of building in Ontario today, and ensure critical infrastructure is there for the people of
Ontario,” said Nadia Todorova, Executive Director of RCCAO.

RCCAO will continue to advocate for proper investment in state-of-good-repair funding and focussed
investment in new critical infrastructure that addresses the housing crisis, alleviates gridlock, and
adds needed capacity to keep Ontarians and goods moving between communities.

Municipal Elections

RCCAO News Release, October 25, 2022

Photo Credit: Daily Commercial News

RCCAO Congratulates Newly Elected
Municipal Officials

https://rccao.com/news/files/2022-10-25-RCCAO-Municipal-Elections-News-Release.pdf
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With the Ontario municipal election looming on
Oct. 24, construction stakeholders are not only
seeking investments to build more housing and
infrastructure, they are also expressing concern
about how projects are going to get built and
who is going to build them.

Patrick McManus, executive director of the
Ontario Sewer and Watermain Construction
Association (OSWCA), said leading up to the
election, the association has been speaking with
municipal officials about risk management.

“This municipal election is occurring at a critical
time for municipal infrastructure,” he explained.
“Municipal capital budgets have been increasing
over the last two terms of municipal governance
to meet ambitious growth targets, but these
increases have not come without their share of
problems. Contractors across the province are
noting that increasingly unmanageable levels of
risk are being downloaded into municipal

contracts that are resulting in unnecessary cost
escalations on projects.”

The cost increases mean less is being built and
taxpayers are not getting the best value for their
dollars, he added.

“The next term of mayors, councillors and regional
chairs will need to address this in a meaningful
way by looking for ways to share project risk
through indexes, price escalation/de-escalation
clauses, better change order/claims management,
etc., which will control costs on their projects,”
McManus said.

The housing crisis has been a prominent issue in
municipal elections and leaders need to do
everything possible to ensure cities can address
the shortage, said Nadia Todorova, executive
director of the Residential and Civil Construction
Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO).

Ontario Municipal Election 2022: Elected
municipal mayors and councillors need to control
project costs: Stakeholders

Municipal Elections

By Angela Gismondi, Daily Commercial News, October 21, 2022

https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/government/2022/10/ontario-municipal-election-2022-elected-municipal-mayors-and-councillors-need-to-control-project-costs-stakeholders
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“Key things we know will help reduce wait times
and costly delays are to speed up the
development approvals process and embrace
innovative concepts like electronic permitting,”
Todorova said.

RCCAO is also interested to see how
governance changes with the Strong Mayors
powers, which will help get more housing built,
particularly in Toronto.

With cities across the province, especially in the
Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area (GTHA),
expected to see significant population grow over
the next five to 10 years, municipalities need
ensure continued investment in critical
infrastructure to keep up with that growth,
Todorova added.

“We need to take an integrated approach to
planning through the GTHA and see ongoing
collaboration with the province to build
additional infrastructure capacity, including
critical transportation projects such as Highway
413 and the Bradford Bypass, to create
additional mobility in road systems throughout
the region,” she pointed out.

The Residential Construction Council of
Ontario’s (RESCON) board of directors recently
announced it is endorsing Toronto Mayor John
Tory for re-election and supports his five-point
housing plan.

The mayor is also planning to implement a new
development and growth division at the city.
Currently responsibilities for housing are divided
between different departments that “don’t
communicate and play well together,” said
RESCON president Richard Lyall.

“The question now is what does that look like,
how should it function and how will that
institutional design improve things,” said Lyall.
RESCON also has its own 15-point plan which
sets out five actions for each level of
government to change the development and
building approvals process.

“I think the stars are now finally aligned for
meaningful change where we can blow out a lot
of the silly NIMBYism and the barriers to
housing, exclusionary zoning…and we can work
on things like innovation,” Lyall told the Daily

Commercial News.

While all levels of government are aware of the
housing crisis, more action is needed now.
“The bottom line is OK, what’s the plan,”
explained Lyall.

“If you were to approach this from a business
point of view and say ‘we’ve got to build 1.5
million homes in Ontario in the next 10 years,’
well that needs to be broken down into what does
that mean for the City of Toronto? For Waterloo
Region? What are the exact numbers there?
What are the targets and how do we measure
success?’”

For Mike Yorke, director of public affairs and
innovation with the Carpenters’ District Council of
Ontario, it’s important for the industry to partner
with municipal governments across the province.

“We want to work with them to ensure we are
building safely, sustainability and that our
workforce is giving opportunities to all Ontarians,”
Yorke stated.

He said investment in infrastructure is “absolutely
necessary” as is building more houses.

Yorke said there should also be a focus on
addressing the skilled labour shortages by
investing in youth, training and creating a more
diverse workforce and implementing community
benefits agreements.

There needs to be “collaboration with all three
levels of government on ensuring that there is a
focus on the skilled trades in the immigration
numbers of new Canadians which are needed to
build the infrastructure and housing we so
desperately need,” said Yorke.

The Ontario General Contractors Association
(OGCA) is committed to working with
municipalities across the province and will focus
on further engagement in the coming months,
said association president Giovanni Cautillo.

“Our association continues to advocate for fair
procurement, clarity in the infrastructure pipeline
and collaboration on projects,” he said. “In a time
of increased construction costs and shortages in
materials and labour, many local infrastructure
projects may be at risk and in need of attention.”

Municipal Elections

Continued from Page 12

https://
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Vaughan, Ont. – The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) welcomes the
Government of Ontario’s needed reforms to address the housing crisis in Ontario.

Today in Ontario, too many government departments and agencies have needlessly slowed the
development process with costly delays for too long, making the housing crisis worse. The reforms
unveiled by Ontario’s Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing earlier today are a great next step to
solving the housing crisis.

Minister Clark’s clear proposals will:

● Enable the building of the “missing middle” across Ontario
● Incentivize affordable housing
● Streamline the planning process

Enacted together, the Ontario government’s reforms mean more homes can get built, faster. It will
also create new momentum for more development to meet the demands of a growing province.

“RCCAO welcomes the Government of Ontario’s leadership to bring the much needed reforms to
address Ontario's housing crisis,” said Nadia Todorova, Executive Director of RCCAO.

“Minister Clark’s bold proposals are strong next-steps to build momentum for more development to
meet the critical infrastructure demands of a growing province and will enable more people to get to
work to end Ontario’s housing crisis.”

The reforms once enacted will bring predictable parameters and timelines to not only get shovels in
the ground faster, but give greater certainty to builders and homebuyers. This certainty will allow the
development process to shift from years to months and is a welcomed change. RCCAO will continue
to advocate for supporting critical infrastructure investments aligned with increased housing supply in
communities large and small.

RCCAO will take the time to review all the proposed changes and legislation. We will continue to
work with governments at all levels to offer constructive solutions to the challenges that stall
development and ensure critical infrastructure meets the needs of a growing province.

RCCAO: Needed Housing ReformsWelcomed
RCCAO News Release, October 25, 2022

Housing Announcement

https://rccao.com/news/files/2022-10-25-RCCAO-Ontario-Housing-Reform-News-Release.pdf
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Housing Announcement

https://twitter.com/SteveClarkPC/status/1585378510906208256?s=20&t=4UdqZktRbINLKFvSH_yUDQ
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Housing Announcement



Vaughan, Ont. – The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) is encouraged by
the Ontario government’s progress on transit and transportation infrastructure that were detailed today in
the province’s Fall Economic Statement.

These projects, made possible with its historic investments in transportation infrastructure, demonstrate
substantial progress on the enabling infrastructure for the Bradford Bypass, design, environmental
assessment and field work on Highway 413, and tendering for the Ontario Line.

“Ontario has made substantial progress on key transit and transportation projects that will provide
significant improvements to Ontario’s transportation grid,” said Nadia Todorova, Executive Director of
RCCAO. “This continued focus and follow through are critical to Ontario’s future.”

RCCAO welcomes the Ontario Government’s continued focus on recruiting a new generation of builders
and expanding training capacity across Ontario. Renewal of Ontario’s skilled and construction trades
workforce is necessary for long-term economic competitiveness. Our members cannot wait to welcome
new colleagues from all walks of life to help build Ontario.

While progress on provincially controlled infrastructure is welcomed, RCCAO implores the Governments
of Ontario and Canada to provide funding support to municipalities to address budgetary shortfalls
caused by the COVID pandemic. Without concerted support from the Federal and provincial
governments, municipal capital and state-of-good repair projects are at risk of being delayed or
cancelled.

Such ramifications would have negative consequences for workers and would add significant strains to
critical infrastructure that already operates with a backlog in state-of-good-repair work. Assurances of
funding support would allow tenders and projects to proceed, rather than risk losses during construction
season.

17

Fall Economic Statement

RCCAO: Continued Follow-Through on Infrastructure
Investments Critical to Ontario’s Future

RCCAO News Release, November 14, 2022

https://rccao.com/news/files/2022-11-14-RCCAO-Fall-Economic-Statement-Response.pdf


Ontario Minister of Finance Peter Bethlenfalvy’s
economic outlook released Nov. 14 forecasts a
drop in the projected deficit, introduces a new
“progress report” to highlight its multibillion-dollar
construction plans and contains several
measures to boost participation in the skilled
trades.

“Together, we have come so far,” said
Bethlenfalvy. “From attracting investments and
good jobs to training thousands of skilled trades
workers and helping keep costs down for families,
we have made significant progress.”

In what was otherwise mainly a review of the past
half-year of fiscal and project announcements,
Bethlenfalvy noted the government had already
provided training support to help 393,000
Ontarians advance towards in-demand industries
and was expanding its efforts, pledging to spend
an additional $40 million in 2022–23 on the latest
round of funding in the Skills Development Fund.

Another skills plank was a plan to allocate an
additional $4.8 million over two years to expand
the Dual Credit program, encouraging more
secondary school students to enter a career in
the skilled trades or in early childhood education.
This will allow an additional 800 secondary

students to pursue dual credits in 2023–24,
including 400 in technological education and 400 in
Level 1 Apprenticeship programs.

Another 1,000 will be able to participate the
following year.

“This gives students the opportunity to complete
credits for both the Ontario Secondary School
Diploma and college credentials or certificates of
apprenticeship so they begin work earlier,”
Bethlenfalvy said.

The first two rounds of the Skills Development Fund
included 388 training projects. As of June 2022,
there are 10,689 active apprentices who have
completed an Ontario Youth Apprenticeship
Program.

“We cannot lose sight of the fact that up to a third of
skilled trades in construction are nearing retirement
and reports suggest that 100,000 skilled workers are
needed to meet the government’s commitment to
build 1.5 million more homes by 2030,” said
Residential Construction Council of Ontario senior
director of public affairs Grant Cameron in a
statement.

“The residential construction industry contributes
18

Fall Economic Statement

Ontario Economic Outlook: Ford government
presses aheadwith skilled trades packages

By Don Wall, Daily Commercial News, November 15, 2022

https://canada.constructconnect.com/dcn/news/government/2022/11/ontario-economic-outlook-ford-government-presses-ahead-with-skilled-trades-packages
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more than $66 billion to Ontario’s economy so
we need to ensure we have enough new people
coming into the industry.”

Ian Howcroft, CEO of Skills Ontario, added, “We
are pleased to see that the Ontario government
is continuing to place strong focus on skilled
trades and tech careers which will continue to
show strong demand.”

Further to the skilled trades expansion is the
inclusion of other apprenticeship Training
Delivery Agents (TDA) in addition to colleges in
the delivery of Level 1 Apprenticeship Dual
Credit programs. Eight non-college TDAs will be
included in 2023–24.

Current housing initiatives such as the
government’s plan to revise Greenbelt
legislation were absent from the minister’s
speech. The word “housing” was mentioned
only once.

The government is now projecting a $12.9-
billion deficit in 2022–23, nearly $7 billion lower
than the projection published in the 2022
budget.

Looking ahead, the Doug Ford government
projects declining deficits of $8.1 billion in
2023–24 and $0.7 billion in 2024–25.

Ontario’s real GDP is projected to rise 2.6 per
cent in 2022, 0.5 per cent in 2023, 1.6 per cent
in 2024 and 2.1 per cent in 2025. Compared to
the spring budget, the government now expects
slower growth in real GDP from 2022 to 2024,
and higher job creation in 2022 but lower job
growth in 2023 and 2024.

Targeting businesses, the government will
launch of a voluntary clean energy credit
registry, intended to boost competitiveness
while giving businesses flexibility in how they
pursue environmental and sustainability goals,
Bethlenfalvy explained.

The government will also provide small
businesses with $185 million in income tax relief
over the next three years, benefiting about
5,500 small businesses through the proposed
extension of the phase-out of the small
business tax rate.

The new Building Ontario Progress Report does
not appear to outline new project spending
programs but rather sums up recent initiatives.

Among them, the finance minister said, the
government has:

• attracted $2.5 billion in investments over the
past year to support low-carbon steel;

• extended its focus on critical minerals,
advanced environmental assessment for the
Ring of Fire and committed almost $1 billion
for all-season roads to the Ring of Fire; and

• pledged to spend $25.1 billion on highway
expansion and rehabilitation over the next 10
years, including building Highway 413 and the
Bradford Bypass and expanding Highway 401.

Other spending highlighted included pledges for
the electric vehicle supply chain, small modular
reactors and expansion of the Pickering nuclear
station, and support for the nascent hydrogen
energy sector and small hydroelectric facilities.

“We’re making progress by getting shovels in the
ground on critical projects all across Ontario,”
said Bethlenfalvy.

The forecast reiterates planned spending of $61.6
in the next decade on transit projects, over $40
billion in that time on hospital infrastructure and
$6.4 billion to build 58,000 new and upgraded
long-term-care beds across the province by 2028.

“Ontario has made substantial progress on key
transit and transportation projects that will provide
significant improvements to Ontario’s
transportation grid,” said Nadia Todorova,
executive director of Residential and Civil
Construction Alliance of Ontario, in a release.
“This continued focus and follow through are
critical to Ontario’s future.”

Fall Economic Statement

Continued from Page 18

https://
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Municipal Funding Announcement

RCCAO Statement
RE: Additional Funding Support for Municipal Transit

Posted via Twitter, December 7, 2022

https://twitter.com/_RCCAO/status/1600596195671478280?s=20&t=Fjws9kBw4dK82zJCVJR-Rw
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National Construction Day

Celebrating National Construction Day!

On November 30th, National Construction Day, RCCAO celebrated and recognized the hard working,
dedicated skilled people that build, maintain and care for our critical infrastructure, keep our economy
competitive and connect our communities!
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Consultation on an Administrative Penalties
Regime for Ontario One Call

Bill 36, Progress on the Plan to Build Act
(Budget Measures), 2022

Proposed legislative amendments to the
Ontario Underground Infrastructure
Notification SystemAct, 2012 under the More
Homes Built Faster Act, 2022

Proposed amendment to Ontario Regulation
422/17 (General), a Minister's regulation made
under the Ontario Immigration Act, 2015
relating to the Ontario Immigrant Nominee
Program (OINP)

Public engagement on permanent public
transit funding in Canada

Pre-Budget Consultations in Advance of the
Upcoming 2023 Federal Budget

Amendments to Certain Requirements under
the Excess Soil Regulation

Advocacy in Action

RCCAO's Fall Government Submissions

https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-Administrative-Penalties-Regime-Nov-2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-Administrative-Penalties-Regime-Nov-2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-Finance-Committee-Bill-36.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-Finance-Committee-Bill-36.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-Legislative-amendments-Ontario-Underground-Infrastructure-Notification-System-Act-under-the-More-Homes-Built-Faster-Act-Nov-2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-Legislative-amendments-Ontario-Underground-Infrastructure-Notification-System-Act-under-the-More-Homes-Built-Faster-Act-Nov-2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-Legislative-amendments-Ontario-Underground-Infrastructure-Notification-System-Act-under-the-More-Homes-Built-Faster-Act-Nov-2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-Legislative-amendments-Ontario-Underground-Infrastructure-Notification-System-Act-under-the-More-Homes-Built-Faster-Act-Nov-2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-22-MLTSD-012.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-22-MLTSD-012.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-22-MLTSD-012.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-22-MLTSD-012.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-22-MLTSD-012.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO_Permanent-public-transit-funding_Oct2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO_Permanent-public-transit-funding_Oct2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO_2023_Pre-budget-submission.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO_2023_Pre-budget-submission.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-ERO-019-6240-Dec-2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-ERO-019-6240-Dec-2022.pdf
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Utility Locates



24

Excess Soil Regulation Update

In December 2019, the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks finalized O. Reg. 406/19:
On-Site and Excess Soil Management (Excess Soil Regulation), supported by risk-based standards,
to support local reuse of excess soil.

This regulation is being phased in, and the first part came into effect on January 1, 2021.

As of January 1, 2023, the second phase of the Excess Soil Regulation, which was paused in April
2022, will come into effect, and includes:

• Excess soil reuse planning requirements for certain projects
• Registration and procedures for large reuse sites
• Physical or electronic hauling records
• Registration for residential development soil depots

MECP Excess Soil Webinars

MECP hosted two webinars to provide information on the key requirements coming into effect
on January 1, 2023. You can find more details on each of the topics by clicking the links below:

• Project Area Requirements
• Reuse Site Requirements

Excess Soil Regulation Update

Excess Soil - RPRA Fees

RPRA - 2023 Registry Fees for Excess Soil
Resource Productivity & Recovery Authority (RPRA), December 2022

RPRA has posted the final 2023 Excess Soil Registry Fees, which can be found here. These fees are
collected by RPRA to address costs associated with the development and maintenance of the registry
and support the implementation of the excess soil regulations.

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/r22555
https://rccao.com/documents/Project_Area-Excess_Soil_Webinar-Nov_30_2022.pdf
https://rccao.com/documents/Reuse_Sites-Excess_Soil_Webinar-Dec_7_2022.pdf
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/Final-2023-Excess-Soil-Registry-Fee-Schedule.pdf
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/Final-2023-Excess-Soil-Registry-Fee-Schedule.pdf
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Transportation and Transit Infrastructure - MPP Graham McGregorʼs Highway 413 motion

Transportation and Transit Infrastructure - Bradford Bypass Construction Annoucement

RCCAO was thrilled to see MPP Graham McGregor’s Highway 413 motion pass the Ontario
Legislature. The motion reflects the government’s continued focus on building critical infrastructure
that will ensure more transportation and transit capacity and foster Ontario’s long-term economic
competitiveness.

BRADFORD — The Ontario government is starting construction on a bridge crossing over the future
Bradford Bypass, marking another milestone in the province’s plan to relieve gridlock, create jobs and
connect communities in the rapidly-growing Greater Golden Horseshoe.

“Our government will be relentless in delivering on our ambitious plan to build the much needed
infrastructure that our growing province needs,” said Premier Doug Ford. “Building the Bradford
Bypass is a key part of our plan to fight gridlock in the Greater Golden Horseshoe, helping commuters
spend less time in traffic while creating good paying jobs for the people of this region.”

In April 2022, Brennan Paving & Construction Ltd. was awarded the contract to design and construct
the new bridge which will allow County of Simcoe Road 4 (Yonge Street) between 8th Line and 9th
Line to cross over the future Bradford Bypass. The project will also include widening County Road 4
from two to four lanes.

“Gridlock makes life harder for Ontario businesses and farmers who rely on a strong highway network
to get their goods to market quickly,” said Caroline Mulroney, Minister of Transportation. “This
important milestone brings us another step closer to getting the Bradford Bypass built, improving
economic productivity and eliminating the gridlock that hurts us all.”

MPP GrahamMcGregor’s Highway 413motion

Ontario Taking Next Steps to Build Bradford Bypass
Government of Ontario News Release, November 9, 2022

https://www.ola.org/en/legislative-business/status-business/private-members-motions
https://twitter.com/_RCCAO/status/1567604653495296004?s=20&t=_xwrhi1niBWCWEfijvB1KA
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1002462/ontario-taking-next-steps-to-build-bradford-bypass
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Transportation and Transit Infrastructure - Bradford Bypass Construction Annoucement

Transportation and Transit Infrastructure - Ontario Line

Continued from Page 25

Infrastructure Ontario News Release, September 14, 2022

To promote efficiencies between the Bradford Bypass project and the County of Simcoe’s planned
expansion work on County Road 4, an agreement is in place to better coordinate the construction
approach, which will save taxpayer dollars and optimize the work required to improve gridlock and
reduce the risk of construction delays.

Quick Facts
• The Bradford Bypass is a new four-lane freeway that will connect Highway 400 and Highway

404 in Simcoe County and York Region.
• During the construction period, the Bradford Bypass is estimated to contribute $274 million in

annual real GDP and support 2,640 jobs per year on average in the transportation,
engineering, construction and supply-chain industries.

• Motorists and commercial truck drivers are anticipated to experience significant savings in
travel time when using the Bradford Bypass compared to using existing routes along local
roads, saving commuters up to 35 minutes per trip.

• A project specific assessment of environmental impacts in accordance with Ontario Regulation
697/21 for the project is currently underway and is expected to be completed in 2023.

• In 2022-23, Ontario is investing $3.0 billion to expand and repair provincial highways, roads
and bridges, including over $761 million to expand the province's highways and bridges, and
more than $1.5 billion for rehabilitation projects.

TORONTO – Infrastructure Ontario and Metrolinx are pleased to announce the preferred proponent
teams to deliver the Ontario Line South Civil, Stations and Tunnel (South) and Ontario Line Rolling
Stock, Systems, Operations and Maintenance (RSSOM) contracts.

(Continued on next page)

Preferred Proponent Teams Selected for Ontario
Line South and RSSOMContracts

https://
https://www.infrastructureontario.ca/Preferred-Proponent-Teams-Selected-Ontario-Line-South-and-RSSOM/
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Transportation and Transit Infrastructure - Ontario Line

Continued from Page 26

Ontario Line South contract – Preferred Proponent team: Ontario Transit Group
• Applicant Lead: Ferrovial Construction Canada Inc., VINCI Construction Grands Projets
• Design Team: AECOM Canada Ltd., COWI North America Ltd., GHD Limited, SENER Group
• Construction Team: Ferrovial Construction Canada Inc., Janin Atlas Inc.
• Financial Advisor: Agentis Capital

Ontario Line RSSOM contract – Preferred Proponent team: Connect 6ix
• Applicant Lead: Plenary Americas, Hitachi Rail, Webuild Group (Salini Impreglio Canada

Holding Inc.), Transdev Canada Inc.
• Design Team: Hitachi Rail, IBI Group Professional Services (Canada) Inc.
• Construction Team: Hitachi Rail, Webuild Group (Astaldi Canada Design & Construction Inc.

and Salini Impreglio Civil Works Inc.), NGE Contracting Inc
• Operations, Maintenance and Rehabilitation Team: Hitachi Rail, Transdev Canada Inc.
• Financial Advisors: National Bank Financial Inc., Sumitomo Mitsui Banking Corporation

Ontario Transit Group and Connect 6ix each ranked first after the evaluation of the respective
requests for proposals received in June 2022. Infrastructure Ontario and Metrolinx will continue
negotiations to finalize contract details with these teams and expect to award both contracts later this
year. Selection of these teams is the result of an open, fair and competitive procurement process
overseen by a third-party fairness monitor.

The Ontario Line is being delivered via various contracts, procured through P3 and traditional
procurement models. Procurements for RSSOM and South Civil, Stations and Tunnel packages are
nearing contract award as noted above. Procurements for North civil major works as well as enabling
works for bridge, track and other preparatory activities will follow. Procurements are being staged in
coordination with other significant transit projects for their successful delivery.

Learn more about the Ontario Line South and Ontario Line RSSOM contracts.

https://
https://www.metrolinx.com/tenders/en/tenders.aspx
https://www.metrolinx.com/tenders/en/tenders.aspx
https://www.infrastructureontario.ca/Ontario-Line-Southern-Civil-Stations-Tunnel/
https://www.infrastructureontario.ca/Ontario-Line-Rolling-Stock-Systems-Operation-Maintenance/
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Social Media Spotlight

Connect with RCCAO on:

Twitter | LinkedIn | YouTube

https://www.linkedin.com/posts/rccao_infrastructure-water-housing-activity-6968609345412493312-dMZ1?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop
https://twitter.com/_RCCAO
https://ca.linkedin.com/company/rccao
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC9zqn-EH5rErO-kaj2O5mxg


Happy Holidays from RCCAO!
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/rccao_infrastructure-water-housing-activity-6968609345412493312-dMZ1?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_desktop


Feedback on this newsletter is welcome.
Please send your comments to media@rccao.com.

The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of
Ontario was founded in 2005. We are a unique
alliance of labour and management construction
groups that advocates for investment in Ontario
infrastructure. We have commissioned independent
research reports and videos to help inform
decision-makers with a vision of "Constructing
Ontario's Future."

RCCAO has an excellent track record of working
with governments at all levels to help develop
solutions to complex issues. Using a co-ordinated,
evidence-based approach with key stakeholders,
RCCAO has had a significant impact on the
infrastructure agenda and is relied upon by
government decision-makers for its expertise.

Our members are:
• Greater Toronto Sewer and Watermain

Contractors Association
• Heavy Construction Association of Toronto
• International Union of Operating Engineers,

Local 793
• Joint Residential Construction Association
• LiUNA, Local 183
• Ontario Formwork Association
• Toronto and Area Road Builders Association

As an alliance, RCCAO advances the infrastructure
debate in a non-partisan manner. While expanding
opportunities for the construction sector is a core
mission, many of RCCAO's objectives will ultimately
serve the betterment of society.

Residential and Civil Construction
Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO)


