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It is hard to believe that 2021 is almost over! RCCAO had
a busy fall with the release of a new commissioned
report, celebrating significant investment into critical

transportation infrastructure and continued advocacy on key
industry files.

New RCCAO Report & Infrastructure Assessment
In early November, we released our 59th commissioned

report, which quantified the economic benefits of
constructing Highway 413. The report highlighted that
building this critical transportation infrastructure will result in
thousands of jobs, billions in earned wages and tax revenues.
We were pleased that the provincial Fall Economic Statement
allocated $2.6 billion to expand and repair highways and
bridges and committed funding to advance Highway 413 and
the Bradford Bypass.

RCCAO believes these projects will reduce congestion,
foster economic recovery, boost long-term competitiveness,
improve connectivity through the establishment of
transportation corridors for future growth, and support the
expansion of housing in the region. RCCAO commends the
leadership of Premier Ford and Minister Mulroney in forging
ahead with these necessary transportation projects and
being forward-thinking regarding the future economic and
infrastructure needs of Ontario.

Industry Advocacy
Along with our important work on Highway 413, we were

also very busy on other fronts. RCCAO continued its work on
improving the delivery timeframes of utility locates and
through weekly meetings of the Locates Solutions Working
Group, comprising of One Call representatives, government,
industry, and excavators, has been discussing various
improvements on the file. We hope to see positive news on
this issue in the first half of 2022.

RCCAO remained involved in the government’s
modernization work on municipal environmental
assessments by putting forth a submission to the Ministry of
Environment, Conservation and Parks on clarifying the
authority to change the classes of projects to which a class
environmental assessment process applies.

The movement of excess construction soils remains a
crucial element of infrastructure work. In November, RCCAO
submitted its commentary on the proposed 2022 RPRA

Nadia Todorova
Executive Director

Momentum Into 2022

Executive Director's Message

registry fees for excess soil. We also continued our support for
the annual Excess Soil Symposium, during which I had the
pleasure of moderating an important panel on the various
elements of excess soils management including regulations in
different jurisdictions, the cost of compliance and changing
industry standards.

RRCCAO is delighted that Toronto City Council adopted
Zoning Bylaw Amendments as part of the City's Parking Review
to remove parking minimums. Continuing its engagement and
work on this issue, RCCAO submitted letters of support to both
the Planning and Housing Committee and to City Council as
they each deliberated the issue.

Remember that you can always access all our government
submissions and correspondences here.

Looking Ahead
With the provincial and municipal elections on the horizon,

ongoing pandemic and its impacts, as well as various new
infrastructure-related regulations and legislative changes
coming into effect, 2022 will be another busy year.

January 1 will see significant regulatory changes regarding
the movement of excess construction soils. To ensure that
industry is well versed in these changes, RCCAO will be holding
a webinar for its members. Check your inboxes for more
information on how to register for this event.

RCCAO is already working on its submission on the
proposed government changes that will allow some
infrastructure projects to follow a streamlined environmental
assessment process. These changes may have significant
impact on municipal infrastructure and other key projects
across the province, so we will continue to stay engaged on
this.

This marks the first full year of the quarterly RCCAO
newsletter. We have gotten some terrific feedback on our
newest product and are pleased that so many of you have
signed up for it. You can view all past newsletters as well as
sign up any of your colleagues for the newsletter here.

The office will be closed over the holiday break, but you can
stay connected with us through Twitter and LinkedIn.

On behalf of all of us at RCCAO, we wish all of you a joyful
and safe holiday season!

https://rccao.com/research/files/RCCAO-PRISM-413-REPORT-NOV-2021.pdf
https://rccao.com/research/files/RCCAO-PRISM-413-REPORT-NOV-2021.pdf
https://rccao.com/news/files/RCCAO-Press-Release-Nov-10-2021.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-re-ERO-019-4189.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Feedback-on-RPRA-Proposed-Fees-for-excess-soil-Nov-2021.pdf
https://rccao.com/blog/index.php?pid=209&p=&search=#blt
https://rccao.com/blog/index.php?pid=209&p=&search=#blt
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Correspondence-PH29-3-Nov252021.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Correspondence-PH29-3-Dec122021.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/
https://www.ontario.ca/page/handling-excess-soil
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4219
https://rccao.com/news/quarterly-newsletter.php
https://twitter.com/_RCCAO
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rccao/


Canada’s population is aging. Over the next 20
years, Canada’s seniors’ population (those age
65 and older) is expected to grow by 68%, this

coupled with Canada’s low birth rate will create economic
and fiscal challenges in the years to come.

In October of 2020; the Canadian government
announced the Immigration Levels Plan, the most ambitious
immigration plan in the nation’s history. Canada will aim to
welcome more than 400,000 new immigrants per year.

Of the 400,000 new Canadians, about 60 per cent will
be welcomed as citizens or permanent residents based on
their skill sets. To achieve this ambitious target, the federal
government has created Economic class programs which
include Express Entry and the Provincial Nominee Program.

To rank immigration candidates, the Canadian
government has developed a merit-based points system
which assigns a score to each candidate in the Express
Entry pool. This points system is called the Comprehensive
Ranking System (CRS), and the score assigned to each
candidate is called the CRS score.

The goal of Express Entry is to prioritizes the selection of
the “best and brightest” over the “first-come, first-served”
principle. Since Express Entry is a relatively new system, it is
still too early to draw any definitive conclusions about its
function, but one obvious limitation is the ranking of
construction skill sets in the CRS score.

The Federal Skilled Trades Program (an economic class
immigration program) defines ‘skilled work experience’ as
managerial jobs, professional jobs, and skilled trades which
hold a certification of qualification (C of Q). Occupations in
the sewer and watermain construction industry are
classified under ‘Skill Level D’ and are not recognized as a
‘skilled worker’.

The sewer and watermain construction industry have
historically offered economic opportunities to immigrants
from all over the world. If Canada’s long term immigration
strategy aims to identify skilled workers that can help
Canada achieve its economic objectives, then construction
workers must be given priority during immigration. To do
this Canada’s express entry system should do more to
recognize the skill sets and work experience of foreign
construction workers.

The only way Canada’s ambitious infrastructure
priorities can be delivered is through expanding its
construction labour force. Much of the construction
workforce is set to retire by 2030, new entrants into the
industry are flatlining, and historic levels of infrastructure
investments are creating a tight squeeze on the
construction labour market.

According to Oxford Economics & ConstructConnect the
Canadian construction market will be in a sustained growth
phase until at least 2030. Labour market participation is
near an all time at (65%), this coupled with low
unemployment means that Canada is unable to grow or
even sustain its construction workforce without
immigration.

A 2017 report from BCG Consulting, estimates the
national infrastructure deficit ranges from $50 billion to
$570 billion with most averaging between $110 billion and
$270 billion. Low interest rates and economic recovery are
the key drivers’ factors behind recent public infrastructure
investments.

Government spending on infrastructure deficits and new
housings starts will continue to drive construction activity
over the next decade. Yet, over this period Canada will lose
much of its construction workforce to retirement.

Both infrastructure and residential construction are
comprised mostly of skill level D general labourers,
occupations which don’t require a Certification of
Qualification (C of Q) to work in the trade.

While skill sets within these industries are informal, they
are in fact highly specialized and take years of on-the-job
training to become proficient. The informality of certification
in construction has contributed to governments at all levels
struggling to define construction skill sets, often defining
the many occupations as ‘general labourer’.

Infrastructure construction workers rank low within the
currently designed comprehensive ranking system. This
means that construction workers with highly sought-after
skill sets, and strong economic prospects are being left out
of Canada’s immigration strategy.

If Canada does not start prioritizing foreign construction
workers in its immigrations strategy it will fail to achieve its
long-term housing and infrastructure objectives.

Steven Crombie is the Manager of Government and Public
Affairs at the Greater Toronto Sewer and Watermain
Contractors Association.

Opening our doors for construction
workers

Members Corner: Greater Toronto Sewer and Watermain Contractors
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Highway 413 Economic Impact

Economic Impact Report:
Highway 413 to create 8,000 jobs annually, generate

$2.3 billion in earnings for Ontario workers

The proposed GTAWest Corridor would create a critical transportation corridor including
additional transit development among the fastest growing region of the GTA

Vaughan, Ont. – The GTA West Corridor would create thousands of jobs, provide substantial economic benefits,
and generate significant tax revenues for governments according to a new report released today. The project,
known as Highway 413, would support up to 8,000 jobs annually in construction and other industries over a five-

year construction period, generating up to $2.3 billion of earnings for workers in Ontario. It would also train the next
generation of builders in Ontario with up to 600 new apprenticeships.

“The GTA West Corridor is a transformational project for the economic success of the province, ensuring a reliable
transportation corridor to help move people and goods across this fast-growing region of Ontario,” said RCCAO executive
director Nadia Todorova. “Constructing Highway 413 will generate much-needed jobs while improving the long-term
economic competitiveness of our province.”

The findings were revealed in a jobs and economic impact report by the Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of
Ontario (RCCAO) . The report, called Jobs and Economic Impact of the GTA West Corridor, was prepared for RCCAO by
Prism Economics and Analysis.

The population of the GTA is expected to grow by 2.8 million people over the next 25 years, with 58% of that growth
occurring in York, Peel, and Halton regions. The construction of Highway 413 will create a transportation corridor for
additional future transit development to serve a growing region where more than 80% of people commute by vehicle. The
project would also generate nearly $1 billion in tax revenues for governments. The report estimates were assessed using
2019-dollar values.

“This highway for the future will be built for the people and goods of tomorrow, facilitating much needed housing and
solidify Ontario’s position as the economic engine of Canada,” said Todorova. “Establishing this transportation corridor is a
forward-thinking mix of transit and transportation infrastructure that the province needs for its future growth.”

This report adds to the recent momentum of support for Highway 413 and the transportation corridor it would create in
a fast-growing region of Ontario. RCCAO is urging the federal government to work collaboratively with the provincial
government so Ontario can get shovels in the ground and get Highway 413 built.

Click here to read the full report.

https://rccao.com/research/files/RCCAO-PRISM-413-REPORT-NOV-2021.pdf
https://rccao.com/
https://rccao.com/
https://rccao.com/research/files/RCCAO-PRISM-413-REPORT-NOV-2021.pdf
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The Greater Toronto Area is among the fastest growing
regions in North America. The area expects to
welcome an additional 2.8 million people over the

next 25 years, with 58% of that population growth destined
for York, Halton and Peel Regions.

The expected population growth will increase demand
for critical infrastructure for everything from water,
wastewater, housing, transit systems, highways and roads.
This is why we need to proceed with the construction of the
GTA West Corridor, or as it is more commonly known
Highway 413, and create a transportation corridor for
Ontario’s future.

Finance Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy’s Fall Economic
Statement included two significant commitments to fund
the construction of the Bradford Bypass in the north part
of the GTA and to fund the land acquisition to make
Highway 413 a reality. While opponents have gone into
overdrive, it is important to have a nuanced discussion
when debating our province’s future.

In the regions the highway would serve, 80% of people
currently commute by car. When you listen to the project’s
opponents, one may be left with the impression this region
is new to motor vehicles and that it will never undergo any
meaningful changes — be they population or workforce
based. This could not be further from the truth.

Ontario’s grappled with growing pains in recent
decades, and our governments’ ability to plan and build
infrastructure has not always kept pace with the needs.
That is why Highway 413 is vital. The gridlock the region
experiences today already comes with significant economic
costs — $11 billion per year in lost productivity and very
real impacts on quality of life for residents.

The GTA West Corridor is so much more than just a
highway. It is a critically needed infrastructure asset for our
growing region. What opponents fail to recognize is that it
would also create the capabilities for other transit
infrastructure, including a dedicated transitway for bus or
LRT transit to serve the region. Together, it creates a
corridor that can meet the future needs of Ontario
industries and people in vibrant communities alike.

Additionally, the increasing electrification of vehicles,
whether for people commuting or long-haul trucking, will

need roads and highways that complement local
transportation dynamics that incorporate foot, bike, transit,
and vehicle use. Technological advancements in hydrogen
as a fuel source offers great promise to substantially
reduce environmental impact and to green trucking fleets
that deliver virtually everything needed in our lives.

A greener future for transportation in our growing region
is a reality and it is through this lens people need to
consider infrastructure opportunities. Hostile rhetoric may
lead one to believe that it’s an either or proposition. The
nuance and hard science of engineering informs us
otherwise.

There will also be substantial economic benefits from
proceeding with Highway 413. A recent Residential and
Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario jobs and economic
impact report found that the project will create up to 8,000
jobs a year during construction, generate $2.3 billion in
earnings for Ontario workers, and create up to 600
apprenticeship opportunities to train Ontario’s next
generation of builders.

In Ontario, modern engineering and evolving regulatory
requirements put environmental sustainability and wildlife
protection at the core of construction design and its build.
The construction industry is well versed in best practices
and environmental remediation to mitigate any potential
adverse impacts to the environment or species at risk.

During a major expansion of Highway 401 from
Mississauga to Milton, four species of risk were identified
within the project boundaries, including redside dace.
Measures were taken to protect the fish and work was only
allowed during certain times near watercourse areas.
Wildlife crossings were also installed along the route.
Constructing Highway 413 would take a similar approach,
incorporating the latest ecological knowledge and
technical practices as we strive to constantly improve.

Highway 413 will create critical and necessary
transportation and transit infrastructure for Ontario’s
future, featuring innovative and forward-looking
technologies. That is why this is a highway for the future.
Ontario would be wise to not repeat the mistakes of
delaying and deferring needed infrastructure as it has in
the past.

Highway 413
needed to keep
region on the
move
By Nadia Todorova, Toronto Sun Nov. 23
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A new impact-analysis report from the Residential and
Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO) bolsters the
economic argument supporting construction of the
Highway 413, highlighting significant job creation during
the build, hundreds of millions of dollars in spinoffs and a
major boost to apprenticeship opportunities.

The controversial new 400-series route would run
from the Highway 401/407 interchange in Halton to
Highway 400 in Vaughan with an estimated price tag of
$4 billion to $6 billion.
The report was released Nov. 10, the same day Premier
Doug Ford hosted a media event in Caledon announcing
that the province was moving ahead with the project. Ford
cited other benefits such as reducing travel time for
drivers, getting goods to market more quickly, linking
growing regions, accelerating the construction of new
homes and attracting industrial investment.

The RCCAO said the project would support up to
8,000 jobs annually in construction and other industries
over a five-year construction period, generating up to $2.3
billion of earnings for workers in Ontario and enabling
600 new apprenticeships.

“Constructing Highway 413 will generate much-
needed jobs while improving the long-term economic
competitiveness of our province,” said RCCAO executive
director Nadia Todorova.
“We wanted to make a case that this highway is
desperately needed in the province. We’ve been calling it
the highway for the future because it really is
infrastructure that is going to be addressing the future
growth, future needs of the province.”

The report notes the project’s supply chain effects will
support a further 2,300 to 2,900 jobs annually.
Approximately 360 to 450 of these jobs will be in various
manufacturing industries in Ontario and a further 610 to
760 of the supply chain jobs will be in engineering, IT and
other technical fields.

The population of the GTA is expected to grow by 2.8

million people over the next 25 years, the report states,
with 58 per cent of that growth occurring in York, Peel and
Halton regions. The new highway will serve a region where
more than 80 per cent of people commute by vehicle.

“We also wanted to present the innovative components
of this infrastructure because it is being designed with a lot
of forward-looking and innovative technology including EV
charging, and more importantly an accompanying
transitway which is going to be built parallel to the highway
which is going to be exclusively for public transit, such as
buses,” said Todorova.

On Nov. 13, hundreds of protesters showed up at
anti-413 demonstrations in Bolton, Holland Landing, King
City and Mississauga organized by such groups as the
Simcoe County Greenbelt Coalition, Sustainable
Mississauga and Environmental Defence. The municipal
governments of Halton Hills, Halton Region, Vaughan and
Mississauga have passed motions opposing Highway 413.

Patrick McManus, executive director of the Ontario
Sewer and Watermain Construction Association, a member
of the RCCAO, said in commissioning the report from the
consultant Prism the alliance felt it was time to counter
misinformation.

“What we were hearing and seeing, we found, seemed
to be very skewed and biased toward one small component
of the larger argument around the highway,” said
McManus. “It was our impression that there were very
significant elements of the reasons for the highway that
were being left out of the discussion.”

The case for the highway goes beyond the corridor it
will serve, McManus said, with benefits to accrue across a
broad region including Simcoe and cottage country to the
north and the booming regions to the west including
Waterloo Region, Woodstock, Guelph and London.

“We need to move goods back and forth without having
to come into the heart of Toronto, and that’s really where
the great benefit of this highway is going to be,” said

RCCAO: controversial
Highway 413

‘desperately needed in
the province’

By Don Wall, Daily Commercial News Nov. 17, 2021

Continues on page 8.
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McManus. “Right now the only way to do that is to drive
either up country roads or into the heart of Toronto and
then north.”

Keith Brooks, programs director with Environmental
Defence, said the 413 would cross 85 rivers and streams
including the Humber and Credit rivers, and as bridges are
built and footings laid, “you’re going to cause massive
disturbance.”
The highway will destroy precious wetlands and farmland
essential to Ontario’s food basket that can never be
recovered, he added.

“Sure, we need more places to house people, but
sprawl is not the solution,” Brooks commented. “Getting
more people out further and further from the city, forcing
people to live in car- dependent communities far away
from transit, far away from services.”

The answer to housing people, he said, is not to continue
to build single-family homes extending north almost to
cottage country but rather to intensify existing cities such as
Toronto, Markham and Vaughan.

“The City of Brampton has an alternative vision called an
urban boulevard,” said Brooks. “That vision is one we’ve
been talking about, a walkable, transit-friendly cycle-able
community.”

McManus said once Ontario’s environmental
assessment for the project is concluded, the design phase
will find ways to mitigate many of the environmental
concerns identified by opponents.

“That’s the thing about engineering and construction,
going into 2022 we don’t build things the same way that we
did in the ‘50s and ‘60s and ‘70s. We have much, much
more innovative ways to mitigate environmental issues,” he
said.

The Ontario government announced it is moving forward
with building Highway 413, a new 400-series highway and
transit corridor across Halton, Peel and York regions.
“With Halton, Peel and York regions all set to grow at
incredible speed, our government is saying yes to building
the roads and highways that will keep these communities
moving,” said Premier Doug Ford.
“Highway 413 will save drivers up to 30 minutes each way
on their commute, adding up to one hour per day and five
hours per week in people’s schedules. This relief will be
the difference between sitting in bumper-to-bumper traffic
and having dinner with your family at home,” said Caroline
Mulroney, Minister of Transportation.
In its recently announced fall economic statement, the
provincial government earmarked $2.6 billion for highways
and bridges, including committing to advance Highway
413, but hasn’t provided an exact figure for spending on
the highway.

The Highway 413 project, also known as the GTA West
Corridor would create thousands of jobs, provide
substantial economic benefits, and generate significant
tax revenues for governments according to a new report
released by the Residential and Civil Construction Alliance
of Ontario (RCCAO).
“The GTA West Corridor is a transformational project for
the economic success of the province, ensuring a reliable
transportation corridor to help move people and goods
across this fast growing region of Ontario,” said RCCAO

executive director Nadia Todorova. “Constructing Highway
413 will generate much-needed jobs while improving the
long-term economic competitiveness of our province.”
“This highway for the future will be built for the people and
goods of tomorrow, facilitating much needed housing and
solidify Ontario’s position as the economic engine of
Canada,” said Todorova. “Establishing this transportation
corridor is a forward- thinking mix of transit and
transportation infrastructure that the province needs for its
future growth.”
Along with the recently announced Bradford Bypass highway
project, there is opposition to the government’s plans.
“Doug Ford’s road to ruin is paved with bad intentions,” said
Ontario Liberal Leader Steven Del Duca in a statement
issued before Ford’s announcement. “Highway 413 won’t
give Ontario families the relief they need. But it will pave over
the Greenbelt and destroy farmland. It’s the wrong project for
the wrong reasons being pushed by the wrong Premier.”
Several organizations, in attendance at the event stand
behind the province’s plans.
“Highway 413 will fill infrastructure gaps in Ontario’s roadway
links to the benefit of the province’s transportation and
logistics hubs in the Northwestern GTA that serve as the
epicentre of Canada’s supply chain,” Stephen Laskowski,
president, Ontario Trucking Association.
“ORBA supports the construction of Highway 413, building
infrastructure is a critical part of Ontario’s long-term
economic plan, and even more important to our economic
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic,” added Bryan
Hocking, CEO, Ontario Road Builders’ Association.

ReNew Canada

Continued from page 7.

Ontario government
reiterates support for
plans to build Highway 413
By ReNew Canada, Nov. 11, 2021
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The Ford government’s plan to build new a 400-series
highway and transit corridor across Halton, Peel and York
regions is attracting attention across the province.
While critics argue the project is unnecessary and clashes
with public-policy goals of reducing carbon emissions, at
least one construction group is looking forward to the
opportunity to get to work.
The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario
(RCCAO) has released a study that looks at the economic
impact of construction of the proposed Highway 413.
The corridor will extend from Highway 400 in the east to
the Highway 401/407 express toll route interchange area
in the west and will include a four-to-six-lane 400 series
highway, separate infrastructure dedicated for transit and
passenger stations, and intelligent transportation and
truck parking.
In its analysis of the project, RCCAO suggests the work will
support up to 8,000 jobs annually in construction and
other industries over a five-year construction period,
generating up to $2.3 billion of earnings for workers in
Ontario. It would also create up to 600 apprenticeships.
“The GTA West Corridor is a transformational project for
the economic success of the province, ensuring a reliable
transportation corridor to help move people and goods
across this fast- growing region of Ontario,” said RCCAO
executive director Nadia Todorova. “Constructing Highway
413 will generate much-needed jobs while improving the
long-term economic competitiveness of our province.”
The population of the GTA is expected to grow by 2.8
million people over the next 25 years, with more than half

of that growth occurring in York, Peel and Halton regions.
The construction of Highway 413 will create a
transportation corridor for additional future transit
development to serve a growing region where more than 80
percent of people commute by vehicle. The project would
also generate nearly $1 billion in tax revenues for
governments. The report estimates were assessed using
2019-dollar values.
“This highway for the future will be built for the people and
goods of tomorrow, facilitating much needed housing and
solidify Ontario’s position as the economic engine of
Canada,” said Todorova. “Establishing this transportation
corridor is a forward-thinking mix of transit and
transportation infrastructure that the province needs for its
future growth.”
This report adds to the recent momentum of support for
Highway 413 and the transportation corridor it would
create in a fast-growing region of Ontario. RCCAO is urging
the federal government to work collaboratively with the
provincial government so Ontario can get shovels in the
ground and get Highway 413 built.
The province has yet to assign a dollar value to the Highway
413 project. In its recent economic outlook and fiscal
review, the province announced it has allocated $2.6 billion
in funding for 2021–22 in support of the Ontario Highways
Program, which features more than 580 expansion and
rehabilitation projects, including funding to advance
Highway 413.

Highway 413 project could create $2.3B
in worker earnings: RCCAO report
By Link2Build, Nov. 11, 2021
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Ford's way is the highway
but Liberals say they
wouldn't build 413

Ontario will plow ahead with Highway 413 despite objections
from Toronto-based ideologists, Premier Doug Ford says.
Hwy. 413 would stretch east from Hwy. 400 across Halton,
Peel and York Regions to Hwy. 401/Hwy. 407.

“Just sitting there and telling people, ‘Hop on your bicycle,’
or ‘Get behind a horse-and-buggy and start driving’ — it
doesn’t cut it,” Ford said Wednesday. “That’s the ideology of
a lot of people that are from downtown Toronto making their
comments about up here in Caledon.”

As with the Bradford Bypass announced earlier this week,
environmentalists and political opponents have criticized the
project as an unnecessary incursion on the Greenbelt.
Liberal Leader Steven Del Duca said the project will not
provide families with the relief they need.

“But it will pave over the Greenbelt and destroy farmland,
while helping Ford’s rich friends get richer,” Del Duca said in
a statement. “It’s the wrong project for the wrong reasons
being pushed by the wrong premier. Ontario Liberals will
cancel Highway 413 and reinvest the money saved into
schools and public transit instead.”

The former Ontario Liberal government “stood by while
people were stuck in traffic,” Ford said.

“(Previous governments) cared more about ideology than
about real people,” he added. “They said ‘no’ to
hardworking people who just want to get home quickly after
a long day of work.”

Construction of Hwy. 113 was confirmed in Finance
Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy’s Fall Economic Statement,
although a dollar figure has not been identified for the
project.

Transportation Minister Caroline Mulroney said the new
highway, like the Bradford Bypass, will not be tolled.
The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario
(RCCAO) released a report Wednesday that says the new
400 series highway would generate nearly $1 billion in tax
revenues for the government, support up to 8,000 jobs
annually during construction, and create a corridor for
public transit in an area where the majority of residents
commute.

TVO’s #ONpoli podcast:
Steve Paikin and JohnMichael McGrath discuss
the details of highway 413 and the Bradford
Bypass.

TVO Podcast

By Antonella Artuso, Nov. 8, 2021

https://players.brightcove.net/18140038001/HJR5gvfVf_default/index.html?videoId=6282171494001
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RCCAO praises significant investment into critical
transportation infrastructure in Ontario

Vaughan, Ont. – The Residential and Civil
Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO)
welcomes the provincial government’s

commitment to transportation infrastructure announced in
today’s Fall Economic Statement, Build Ontario. The
government is allocating $2.6 billion to expand and repair
highways and bridges, and committing funding to advance
the Bradford Bypass and Highway 413.

Both these projects will reduce congestion, foster
economic recovery and long-term competitiveness, improve
connectivity through the establishment of transportation
corridors for future growth, and support the expansion of
housing in the region. It will also facilitate job creation and
the training of Ontario’s next generation of builders.

“Connecting two of the most vital provincial arteries –
Highway 400 and Highway 404, the Bradford Bypass
represents critical transportation infrastructure for Simcoe
County and York Region. We are incredibly pleased that the
government will be funding the construction of the Bypass
as it is necessary to address the congestion and travel
demand in the growing area,” said Nadia Todorova,
Executive Director of RCCAO.

The Greater Golden Horseshoe is one of the fastest
growing regions in North America. It is expected to attract
one million new people every five years, reaching nearly 15

million by 2051. It is imperative that infrastructure across
Ontario meet the expected growing demand of people and
businesses.

“Highway 413 is a transformative infrastructure project
that will address anticipated population growth, facilitate
much needed housing, and solidify the long-term
competitiveness of Ontario. The project will ensure a viable
corridor for commuters and industries that rely on highways
for movement of goods and people across the region,” said
Todorova. “The proposed transitway that will run alongside
the highway and be dedicated exclusively for public transit,
such as buses and light rail, is the sort of forward-thinking
mix of transit and transportation infrastructure that the
province needs.”

RCCAO commends the leadership of Premier Ford and
Minister Mulroney in forging ahead with these necessary
transportation projects,” continued Todorova. “The Bradford
Bypass and Highway 413 represent tens of thousands of
well-paying construction jobs and hundreds of millions of
dollars in tax revenue.”

RCCAO will release a commissioned economic report
next week that quantifies the jobs and economic impacts of
Highway 413 and illustrates how the corridor will play a
pivotal role in ensuring that Ontario is equipped for the
future transportation demands of the province.

https://rccao.com/news/files/RCCAO-Press-Release-Nov-04-2021.pdf
https://rccao.com/news/files/RCCAO-Press-Release-Nov-04-2021.pdf
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Ontario to fully fund Bradford Bypass: Ford

Ontario will pay the full cost of the Bradford Bypass,
which will connect Highways 400 and 404 across the top
of the GTA, Premier Doug Ford announced Monday.
The premier did not provide a full costing for the four-
lane, 16-kilometre stretch but said it would generate
economic growth and jobs while saving commuters and
local businesses significant travel time.
Transportation Minister Caroline Mulroney said shovels
will go into the ground once an update to an existing
environmental assessment is completed.
“I can tell you that congestion on Hwy. 400 and our local
roads has been the No. 1 issue that I have been hearing
from constituents since being elected,” Mulroney said
Monday. “For decades, drivers in this region have
demanded a connecting link between Highways 400 and
404.”
As the Toronto Sun revealed, Finance Minister Peter
Bethlenfalvy’s Fall Economic Statement confirmed the
government would proceed with the Bradford Bypass and
Hwy. 413.
“Gridlock is already costing the Greater Toronto Area $11
billion per year in lost productivity,” Bethlenfalvy said.
“We have a plan to get Ontarian drivers out of gridlock
and improve our economic productivity ... Our plan
advocates $2.6 billion (this budget year) to expand and
repair more than 580 provincial highways and bridges

right across Ontario.”
The Bradford Bypass has drawn criticism from
environmentalists who argue building this highway will
encourage sprawl and greenhouse gas emissions at the
cost of valuable and sensitive Holland Marsh farmland.
Ford said the project is a key part of the government’s
“build Ontario” plan, and is in response to strong local
support.
“Communities in this area have been asking governments
for years and decades for a solution to the worsening traffic
congestion but their voices fell on deaf ears of previous
governments who turned their backs on commuters,” Ford
said. “Past governments, our opponents, they side with
ideological activists who oppose any and all highways over
hardworking families.”
Bradford West Gwillimbury Mayor Rob Keffer said the
community long pushed for this bypass with the support of
area farmers, businesses and residents.
“The link is better for our environment than gridlock, it is
good for economic development and it is good for growing a
sustainable way with a clear urban boundary, not sprawl,”
Keffer said. “Let me just say to those who oppose this
highway: You should speak to the locals — they know we
need it.”

By Antonella Artuso, Nov. 8, 2021
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Construction groups in Ontario welcomed the provincial
government’s fall economic statement that focused on
transportation infrastructure and skilled trades training.

In its Build Ontario, the Ontario government is allocating
$2.6 billion to expand and repair highways and bridges
and committing funding to advance the Bradford Bypass
and Highway 413.

Both these projects will reduce congestion, foster
economic recovery and long-term competitiveness,
improve connectivity through the establishment of
transportation corridors for future growth, and support the
expansion of housing in the region, says Nadia Todorova,
Executive Director of the Residential and Civil Construction
Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO). It will also facilitate job
creation and the training of Ontario’s next generation of
builders.

“Connecting two of the most vital provincial arteries –
Highway 400 and Highway 404, the Bradford Bypass
represents critical transportation infrastructure for Simcoe
County and York Region,” says Todorova. “We are
incredibly pleased that the government will be funding the
construction of the Bypass as it is necessary to address
the congestion and travel demand in the growing area.”

The Residential Construction Council of Ontario (RESCON)
also commended the provincial government for delivering
a fall economic statement that focuses on skilled trades
training, job creation, housing supply, transit and building
roads and highways to keep goods flowing.

“We have a skilled trades shortage looming, so it’s
essential that funds be set aside for strategies to train the
next generation of workers and encourage more young
people to pursue rewarding careers in the construction
industry,” says RESCON president Richard Lyall. “The GTA,
meanwhile, is expected to grow by 2.8 million people in the
next 25 years and it’s anticipated traffic congestion will

double, so it is critical that we ensure there are reliable
transportation networks for commuters and supply chains.”

RESCON is also pleased the government is investing an
additional $90.3 million over three years for the Skilled
Trades Strategy, as well as enhancing the Ontario Youth
Apprenticeship Program and the Pre-Apprenticeship Training
Program, as they will create better incentives for employers
to train and retain apprentices.

“We are encouraged by the government’s commitment to the
goals in the Skilled Trades Strategy and to breaking the
stigma by improving guidance about careers in the skilled
trades to educators and guidance counsellors,” says
RESCON VP Andrew Pariser. “They have a significant
influence on a young person’s career decisions, and if they
are not informed or have misconceptions about careers in
construction, they won’t recommend that pathway to their
students.”

According to Todorova, it is imperative that infrastructure
across Ontario meet the expected growing demand of people
and businesses.

“Highway 413 is a transformative infrastructure project that
will address anticipated population growth, facilitate much
needed housing, and solidify the long-term competitiveness
of Ontario. The project will ensure a viable corridor for
commuters and industries that rely on highways for
movement of goods and people across the region,” said
Todorova. “The proposed transitway that will run alongside
the highway and be dedicated exclusively for public transit,
such as buses and light rail, is the sort of forward-thinking
mix of transit and transportation infrastructure that the
province needs.”

Groups praise
investment into critical
transportation
infrastructure
in Ontario
By ReNew Canada, Nov. 5, 2021
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A cross-section of Ontario construction stakeholders
indicates early support for announced investments in
transportation infrastructure and skills training by the
provincial government.

Finance Minister Peter Bethlenfalvy tabled the 2021
Ontario Economic Outlook and Fiscal Review: Build Ontario
at Queen’s Park in Toronto Nov. 4.

As part of the outlook, the government announced an
investment about $2.6 billion for 2021–22 to support of
the Ontario Highways Program, which features more than
580 construction, expansion and rehabilitation projects
including committed funding to build and advance the
Bradford Bypass and Highway 413. In a statement, the
Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario
(RCCAO) said Highway 413 and the Bradford Bypass will
reduce congestion, foster economic recovery, improve
connectivity and support the expansion of housing in the
region, while facilitating job creation and the training of
Ontario’s next generation of builders. The Bradford Bypass
will connect “two of the most vital provincial arteries –
Highway 400 and Highway 404,” said Nadia Todorova,
executive director of RCCAO.

“Highway 413 is a transformative infrastructure project
that…will ensure a viable corridor for commuters and
industries that rely on highways for movement of goods
and people across the region. The proposed transitway
that will run alongside the highway and be dedicated
exclusively for public transit, such as buses and light rail,
is the sort of forward-thinking mix of transit and
transportation infrastructure that the province needs.”

RCCAO plans to release a commissioned economic report
next week that quantifies the jobs and economic impacts
of Highway 413 and illustrates how the corridor will play a
pivotal role in ensuring that Ontario is equipped for the
future transportation demands of the province.

Residential Construction Council of Ontario president
Richard Lyall also supports the transportation
announcements, stating “The GTA, meanwhile, is expected
to grow by 2.8 million people in the next 25 years and it’s
anticipated traffic congestion will double, so it is critical
that we ensure there are reliable transportation networks
for commuters and supply chains.”

Other infrastructure investments in the outlook include

close to $1 billion to support the planning and construction
of an all-season road network, as well as other projects for
the remote First Nations communities in the Far North.

The government is also doubling its annual investment in the
Ontario Community Infrastructure Fund program to nearly $2
billion over the next five years beginning in 2021–22, to
provide certainty to 424 small, rural and Northern
communities to build and repair roads, bridges, and water
and wastewater infrastructure.

In terms of skilled trades training, Ontario is investing an
additional $90.3 million over three years starting in
2021–22 in the Skilled Trades Strategy. Key new initiatives
include creating a skilled trades career fair as well as
enhancing the Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program and
the Pre-Apprenticeship Training Program.

The government is also proposing to extend the Ontario Jobs
Training Tax Credit to 2022, which would provide an
estimated $275 million in support to about 240,000 people,
or $1,150, on
average. It is also investing an additional $5 million in
2021–22 to expand the Second Career program.

“We’re pleased to see the focus on training and attracting
more people to careers that Ontario needs more than ever:
in the skilled trades,” said Patrick McManus, chair of the
Ontario Skilled Trades Alliance. “Employers play a critical role
in opening doors for aspiring tradespeople through
apprenticeship training.”

Karen Renkema, vice-president, Ontario, for the Progressive
Contractors Association of Canada (PCA) said her
association is also pleased the government recognizes the
crucial role of getting more shovels in the ground.

“These are the kinds of investments Ontario needs to rebuild
the economy, support our communities and open up more

Ontario’s infrastructure, training plans get
construction-wide support

By Daily Commercial News, Nov. 5, 2021

Continues on page 15
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well-paying careers in the skilled construction trades,” said
Renkema. “Specifically, we look forward to details of the
$90.3 million Skilled Trades Strategy, and hope that
employers will be recognized as a vital component of
apprenticeship and skilled trades training.”

RESCON also commended the government for providing
funding for skilled trades.
“We are encouraged by the government’s commitment to
the goals in the Skilled Trades Strategy and to breaking the
stigma by improving guidance about careers in the skilled
trades to educators and guidance counsellors,” said
RESCON VP Andrew Pariser. “They have a significant

influence on a young person’s career decisions, and if they
are not informed or have misconceptions about careers in
construction, they won’t recommend that pathway to their
students.”

Skills Ontario also expressed its support for the training
announcements made in the outlook.

“Working together and inspiring the next generation of
skilled trade and technology leaders is crucial to our
success as a province, and we are looking forward to
continuing to provide learning opportunities to Ontarians,”
said Ian Howcroft, CEO of Skills Ontario.

BRADFORD, ONT. – The Ontario government has
announced it has issued a request for proposals to
design and build a bridge crossing for the Bradford
Bypass, a new four-lane project that would connect
Highway 400 and Highway 404 in Simcoe County and
York Region.

The proposed freeway will extend from Highway 400
between Eighth Line and Ninth Line in Bradford West
Gwillimbury to Highway 404 between Queensville
Sideroad and Holborn Road in East Gwillimbury, stated a
recent release.

The government said the new highway would save
commuters up to 35 minutes per trip compared with
using local roads. Early-works construction is expected to
begin in late 2022.

“With Simcoe County and York Region expected to
experience rapid growth over the next 10 to 20 years,
investing in this new corridor is absolutely necessary if we
are going to ease gridlock on Highway 400 and existing
east-west local roads,” said Minister of Transportation
Caroline Mulroney in a statement.

Following the initial expression of interest phase,
shortlisted teams will be invited to submit proposals to
design and construct a grade separated bridge crossing
for the future Bradford Bypass on Simcoe County Road 4
(Yonge Street) between Eighth Line and Ninth Line. The
bridge will include the widening of County Road 4 from two
to four lanes in this section.

Continued from page 14

Ontario issues RFP for Bradford Bypass
By Daily Commercial News, Nov. 5, 2021



Minimum Parking Requirements Removed in Toronto: We are pleased to report Toronto City
Hall has adopted the Parking Review, eliminating minimum parking requirements. The
Planning and Housing Committee unanimously passed the Parking Review on November

25 leading to Council’s adoption of the measure on December 15. Continuing its engagement and
work on this issue, RCCAO submitted a letter of support to the Committee.

The Fall Economic Statement worked its way through the Ontario Legislature as Bill 43 - Build
Ontario Act (Budget Measures). While the Standing Committee on Finance and Economic
Affairs to support the study of the Bill, RCCAO wrote members to support government’s

strong commitments to building infrastructure.

RCCAO remains involved in the government’s modernization work on municipal environmental
assessments by putting forth a submission to the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks on
clarifying the authority to change the classes of projects to which a class environmental assessment

process applies. RCCAO is not beginning to work on its submission for the proposed government changes that will
allow some projects to follow a streamlined environmental assessment process.

On November 12, RCCAO submitted its commentary on the proposed 2022 RPRA registry fees for excess
soil.

Government Engagement & Advocacy

Government Relations Corner
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Click to read the submission.

Click to read the submission.

Click to read the submission.

Click to read the submission.

WSIB Rate Reduction: Rates for 2022 have been announced. WSIB Premiums Rates for
contractors classified under the G2 – Infra- structure Contractors rate class will be $2.10
in 2022, a 9% reduction over 2021 rates.

Click to read the submission.

https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-re-ERO-019-4189.pdf
https://ero.ontario.ca/notice/019-4219
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Correspondence-to-the-Standing-Committee-on-Finance-and-Economic-Affairs-FES.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Correspondence-to-the-Standing-Committee-on-Finance-and-Economic-Affairs-FES.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Correspondence-to-the-Standing-Committee-on-Finance-and-Economic-Affairs-FES.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Correspondence-to-the-Standing-Committee-on-Finance-and-Economic-Affairs-FES.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Feedback-on-RPRA-Proposed-Fees-for-excess-soil-Nov-2021.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Correspondence-to-the-Standing-Committee-on-Finance-and-Economic-Affairs-FES.pdf
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Submission-re-ERO-019-4189.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1000930/ontario-providing-financial-relief-to-employers
https://rccao.com/government/files/RCCAO-Correspondence-to-the-Standing-Committee-on-Finance-and-Economic-Affairs-FES.pdf
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In December 2019, the Ministry finalized a new
excess soil regulation, O. Reg. 406/19: On-Site and
Excess Soil Management, supported by risk-based

standards, to support local reuse of excess soil.

This regulation is being phased in, and the first part
came into effect on January 1st, 2021.

Additional significant parts of this regulation are
scheduled to come into effect on January 1st, 2022.
Some of the key changes are detailed here:

For some moderately large projects generating excess
soil and projects more likely to generate soil with
contaminants:
• Filing a notice in the online, public Excess Soil

Registry before removing excess soil from the project
area; and

• Using a Qualified Person (QP) to complete:
• an Assessment of Past Uses and, if necessary, a

Sampling and Analysis Plan and an Excess Soil
Characterization Report to help understand the
quality of excess soil from the project area; and

• an Excess Soil Destination Assessment Report to
verify that intended reuse sites can accept the
soil to be sent to them

• Developing and applying a tracking system for excess

soil during its transportation and deposit at a reuse
site.

For larger reuse sites:
• filing a notice to the Registry and developing

procedures to track and inspect each load of excess
soil being received.

• implementing a hauling record for all movements of
excess soil.

The online Excess Soil Registry can now be accessed, one
month before the legal requirements to file notices in the
Registry take effect on January 1, 2022.

The Registry can be accessed here.

The Resource Productivity and Resource Authority’s
(RPRA) 2022 Registry Fees for Excess Soil have now been
finalized.

These are fees that Registry users pay to cover RPRA’s
costs for building, maintaining, and operating the Excess
Soil Registry and for providing support to Registry users.

Fees are assigned to each notice type and are tied to soil
volume and can be either flat or variable. Variable fee
rates increase from a de minimis up to a ceiling.

The complete fee list can be viewed here.

Upcoming Regulatory Changes Coming January 1, 2022

Excess Soils

Excess Soil Regulatory Changes

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/190406
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/regulation/190406
https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/
https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/
https://rpra.ca/excess-soil-registry/
https://rpra.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021-Registry-Fees-for-Excess-Soil-Fee-Schedule.pdf
https://www.ontario.ca/page/handling-excess-soil


18

Last week the annual Excess Soils Symposium
brought together many across the industry to
compare regulatory realities from jurisdictions

across Canada. The cross-jurisdictional discussion
was particularly pronounced during a panel I
moderated focusing on the business of excess soils.

Key highlights revealed there are quite a few
regulatory similarities in Quebec and Ontario, which
will be informative for other jurisdictions, such as
British Columbia, which is in the midst of
implementing new excess soil measures.

RCCAO has been involved in this annual event for
several years and with the new excess soil
regulations coming into force on January 1, forums
like this are incredible timely for industry.

Nadia was pleased to moderate one of the
sessions and thank the Environment Journal for
organizing such a great and informative gathering.

The full day symposium offered an interactive

platform for an update on the business of excess
soils and new regulations impacting construction
and cleanup projects.

The panels provided comprehensive
conversations with multiple stakeholders on various
elements of excess soil management including new
regulatory developments, perspectives on land use
planning, building issues, environmental impacts
and disposal costs related to new regulations.

Nadia Todorova wrote about the panel she
moderated on the RCCAO blog, you can read more
here.

For more coverage of the Excess Soil
Symposium, click here to read the Environmental
Journal’s full coverage.

Excess Soils Symposium

https://rccao.com/blog/index.php?pid=209&p=&search=#blt
https://rccao.com/blog/index.php?pid=209&p=&search=#blt
https://environmentjournal.ca/get-the-dirt-on-excess-soils-informed-national-perspectives-presented-at-ess2021/
https://environmentjournal.ca/get-the-dirt-on-excess-soils-informed-national-perspectives-presented-at-ess2021/
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AECO Innovation Lab has launched
the Canadian Construction
Technology Survey 2021 in

collaboration with buildingSMART
Canada and researchers from L'École de
technologie supérieure Montréal,
University of British Columbia, and
University of Waterloo.

The survey features 48 questions
that investigate the use of BIM and
Technology, commonly held beliefs,
benefits and barriers of technology,
application and need of standards and
resources, and the future of technology
in our industry.

The Canadian architecture,
engineering, construction, owners,
operators and other stakeholders
within this industry are generalized as
lagging behind its international
counterparts when it comes to the
adoption of new technologies and
processes. Understanding the uptake
and beliefs surrounding these
technologies is critical for their
adoption in Canada.

The survey aims to capture the state
of BIM and other transformative
technologies within the Canadian
industry and provide a benchmark for
their implementation in Canada.

AECO Survey

Taking part in the survey will
allow for a greater
understanding of where the
industry is today to help shape
the future of the Canadian
construction industry.

Let your voice be heard and be
eligible for a draw for an Oculus
headset and other prizes!

The link to the survey:

• English Version: https://
forms.gle/
A6GubVWnPF1f8FAW7

• French Version: https://
forms.gle/
PxdPvx4iG6GC8kig7

The survey is open until
December 24th.

https://forms.gle/A6GubVWnPF1f8FAW7
https://forms.gle/A6GubVWnPF1f8FAW7
https://forms.gle/A6GubVWnPF1f8FAW7
https://forms.gle/A6GubVWnPF1f8FAW7
https://forms.gle/PxdPvx4iG6GC8kig7
https://forms.gle/PxdPvx4iG6GC8kig7
https://forms.gle/PxdPvx4iG6GC8kig7
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Daily Commercial News digital editor Warren Frey recently
hosted RCCAO Executive Director Nadia Todorova and
OSWCA/GTSWCA Executive Director Patrick McManus

on the Construction Record Podcast.

They talked about the effects late utility locates are having on infrastructure
and housing and what needs to be done to fix the system.

You can listen to other RCCAO podcasts, including our
Conversations about Constructions series, on our website.

The Construction Record Podcast

https://rccao.com/news/podcasts.php
https://rccao.com/news/podcasts.php


Blindspot Awareness - Pass Trucks Safely
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Driving a truck is
totally different
from driving a car.

Visit passtruckssafely.ca to:
• Learn about truck blind spots
• How to pass trucks safely
• Tips for driving safely downtown
• Download a Defensive Driving Guide

https://www.passtruckssafely.ca


Blindspot Awareness - Pass Trucks Safely
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Feedback on this newsletter is welcome.
Please send your comments to media@rccao.com.

The Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of
Ontario was founded in 2005. We are a unique
alliance of labour and management construction
groups that advocates for investment in Ontario
infrastructure. We have commissioned independent
research reports and videos to help inform
decision-makers with a vision of "Constructing
Ontario's Future."

RCCAO has an excellent track record of working
with governments at all levels to help develop
solutions to complex issues. Using a co-ordinated,
evidence-based approach with key stakeholders,
RCCAO has had a significant impact on the
infrastructure agenda and is relied upon by
government decision-makers for its expertise.

Our members are:
• Greater Toronto Sewer and Watermain

Contractors Association
• Heavy Construction Association of Toronto
• Joint Residential Construction Association
• LiUNA, Local 183
• Ontario Formwork Association
• Toronto and Area Road Builders Association

As an alliance, RCCAO advances the infrastructure
debate in a non-partisan manner. While expanding
opportunities for the construction sector is a core
mission, many of RCCAO's objectives will ultimately
serve the betterment of society.

Residential and Civil Construction
Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO)
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