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Selecting just 40 individuals from hundreds of outstanding nominations is no small feat. 

It takes experience, insight, and a passion for recognizing the people shaping the future 

of Canadian construction. We are incredibly grateful to the industry leaders who 

generously shared their time and expertise to help bring the seventh edition of On-Site 

Magazine’s 40 Under 40 in Canadian Construction to life. 

The entire On-Site team proudly thanks our esteemed judges for helping us celebrate 

the exceptional talent, leadership and innovation driving our industry forward. 

Chris Atchison 

President 

British Columbia Construction Association 

Chris is President of the British Columbia Construction Association (BCCA) – 

representing union and non-union general and trade contractors and suppliers across 

industrial, commercial, institutional and multi-unit residential construction. Chris provides 

strategic leadership for BCCA’s industry-led programs and initiatives, including 

BidCentral, Construction Month, the Skilled Trades Employment Program (STEP), 

PermitsCA, Integrating Newcomers (IN), Building Builders, and Builders Code. His work 

focuses on strengthening BC’s construction ecosystem by promoting high-opportunity 

careers, supporting innovation and productivity, and protecting the livelihoods of those 

building BC’s communities and critical infrastructure. A solutions-oriented advocate and 

engaged government and industry partner, Chris brings a fearless, values-based 

approach to complex challenges. He represents BC’s construction sector at all levels of 

government and serves on key provincial and national advisory bodies. 
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Raly Chakarova 

Executive Director 

TARBA 

Raly is the Executive Director of the Toronto and Area Road Builders Association 

(TARBA), a leading industry group representing more than 190 unionized contractors 

building multi-modal transportation infrastructure in the Greater Toronto Area and 

Simcoe County. Prior to this role, Raly served as Executive Director of the BOLT 

Charitable Foundation, Director of Policy at the Toronto Region Board of Trade and as 

Senior Advisor to the Ontario Minister of Economic Development and Growth, among 

other roles in the non-profit and government sectors. Raly is also a Board Director of the 

Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO), ACCES Employment, 

and The Shoebox Project, and a member of various industry organizations and 

government consultation groups. She holds a Master of Public Administration from 

Queen’s University. 

Shannon Friesen 

President and CEO 

Construction Association of Saskatchewan 

Shannon is the first President and CEO of the Construction Association of 

Saskatchewan, formed in 2025 through the unification of five commercial construction 

associations serving Sas-katchewan’s ICI construction industry since 1932. Appointed 

Co-CEO of the Saskatchewan Construction Associations in 2022, she played a key role 

in leading the collaboration that unified the organizations, after previously serving as 

CEO of the Saskatoon Construction Association. With nearly 22 years of senior 

leadership experience in the charitable and association sectors, including YWCA 

Saskatoon, Autism Services, CNIB and Saskatchewan Association of Fire Chiefs, 

Shannon brings a relationship-based leadership style grounded in collaboration, trust, 

and shared accountability. She is a member of the Government of Saskatchewan’s 

Accessibility Advisory Committee and Canadian Construction Associations Governance 

and Nomination Committee, and served on numerous Boards, including YMCA 

Saskatoon. 

 

 

 

 

 



Nadia Todorova 

Executive Director 

Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario 

Nadia is Executive Director of the Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario 

(RCCAO), a labour-management alliance and leading advocate for investment in 

Ontario’s critical infrastructure. She provides strategic leadership on policy, government 

relations, research, and advocacy, working with industry and decision-makers to 

advance infrastructure that supports Ontario’s growth, mobility, housing, and economic 

prosperity. Nadia brings extensive experience in public policy, government relations, and 

economic analysis. Before joining RCCAO, she served as a Senior Policy Analyst with 

the Ontario Chamber of Commerce, Policy Analyst with the Ontario Road Builders’ 

Association, and Economist with Ontario’s Ministry of Infrastructure. She has authored 

numerous policy reports and represented industry on key infrastructure and regulatory 

issues. An active and respected industry voice, Nadia regularly engages with 

government, media, and stakeholders across Ontario. She holds an Honours BA and 

MA from the University of Toronto. 

Jesse Unke 

Vice-President, Transportation and Infrastructure 

PRI Engineering 

Jesse brings 20 years of experience leading consulting firms and practices across the 

public, private, and Indigenous sectors, with expertise spanning major capital and 

infrastructure projects across Canada and North America. Most recently a Partner and 

National Lead of MNP’s Capital Projects and Infrastructure Consulting Practice, Jesse 

built and led teams delivering planning, procurement, design, project management, and 

delivery advisory services to infrastructure owners. Previously, as President and CEO of 

Maven Consulting and Vice President, Canada at COWI, he led high-performing teams, 

drove growth, and strengthened client and partner relationships, including trust-based 

partnerships with Indigenous communities. Jesse holds a Bachelor of Applied Science 

in Civil Engineering from UBC and numerous professional credentials, including P.Eng., 

PE, PMP, RMP, LEED AP, and CMC. He is an active industry voice, board member, and 

conference speaker, recognized among Canada’s influential construction leaders. 

Thank you to all of our judges. We’re extremely grateful for your contribution to this 

prestigious program. 

 


