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September 22, 2026

The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario
Queen's Park, Room 281
Toronto, ON M7A 1A5

Re: Support for a sector roundtable on Buy Ontario implementation

Dear Premier Ford:

On behalf of the Masonry Council of Ontario, I am writing in support of the request advanced by the Toronto
and Area Road Builders Association(TARBA), the Ontario Sewer and Watermain Construction Association
(OSWCA) and the Residential and Civil Construction Alliance of Ontario (RCCAO), for a roundtable on the
implementation of the Buy Ontario Procurement Directive. Their proposal creates a useful opportunity for
government and industry to identify practical improvements that will make the directive easier and more
consistent to administer.

MCO strongly supports the purpose and direction of Buy Ontario. The policy has helped bring greater attention
to Ontario-made building materials and has created meaningful opportunities for local manufacturers, their
employees and the communities in which they operate. We appreciate your government's leadership in using
public procurement to strengthen Ontario supply chains and keep more of the economic benefit of infrastructure
investment within the province.

At the same time, we recognize the implementation concerns raised by TARBA, OSWCA and RCCAO. Different
forms, thresholds and interpretations across municipalities can require contractors and suppliers to submit the
same domestic-content and supply-chain information repeatedly. These challenges do not diminish the value of
Buy Ontario; they point to the need for clearer guidance and a more coordinated administrative framework.

MCO supports exploring a province-wide verification or pre-qualification system for Ontario contractors,
suppliers, products and material sources. A centralized approach, informed by existing Ministry of
Transportation designated-source processes, Supply Ontario arrangements and municipal pre-qualification
practices, could reduce duplication while preserving the directive's core objective: giving Ontario businesses a
fair opportunity to supply Ontario public projects. Any system should be transparent, practical for small and
medium-sized businesses, and capable of recognizing the range of Ontario-manufactured construction
materials.

We would welcome the opportunity to participate in the proposed roundtable and share the masonry sector's
experience with Buy Ontario. MCQO's objective is to help strengthen the policy through consistent
implementation, lower administrative burden and clear rules that allow municipalities, contractors and
manufacturers to plan with confidence.

Thank you for your continued support of Ontario manufacturers and workers. We look forward to working
constructively with your office, the relevant ministries and our infrastructure-sector partners to ensure Buy
Ontario continues to deliver practical, measurable benefits across Ontario.

Sincerely,
Andrew Payne N
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Executive Director
Masonry Council of Ontario

cc: Raly Chakarova, Executive Director, TARBA
Patrick McManus, Executive Director, OSWCA
Nadia Tordova, Executive Director, RCCAO



