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RE: ERO026-0451: Request for a Minister’s Zoning Order for a mixed-use
development in Haldimand County

Dear Mr. Stubbs,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide feedback on this important infrastructure and
economic development proposal.

As a unique labour and management organization, RCCAO strongly supports the
request for a Minister’s Zoning Order for this critical housing and infrastructure
development in Haldimand County. Our members build and maintain most of Ontario’s
critical infrastructure that all Ontarians rely on and include the Greater Toronto Sewer
and Watermain Contractors Association; Heavy Construction Association of Toronto;
International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 793; Joint Residential Construction
Association, LIUNA Local 183; Ontario Formwork Association; Ontario Association

of Foundation Specialists; and the Toronto and Area Road Builders Association.

This is not just another development proposal—it is a 50-year economic engine that will
create a complete mixed-use community incorporating residential, commercial, and light
industrial uses. The project has the potential to generate substantial economic activity
and provide stable, well-paying employment opportunities for skilled tradespeople and
construction employers for decades to come.

This project is particularly important given the current challenges facing Ontario's
residential construction sector. Altus data shows that despite the record need for
housing in Ontario, 2025 low-rise sales (in the Greater Golden Horseshoe) hit a record
low of 1,762 units. This is 70 percent below the seven-year average and 87 percent off
the record high set in 2020. This project and the 10,000 housing units it proposes would
benefit Haldimand County as well as the Province of Ontario build the housing
Ontarians need.

Further, due to the downturn in sales, layoffs in construction have increased and
projects like this one could create a long-term support for construction workers, trades,
and employers in the area reducing the boom-and-bust cycle. This long-term stability
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will allow the entire construction sector to invest in equipment, hire more workers, and
train the next generation of tradespeople for the community.

Housing developments like this are necessary to ensure a prosperous and competitive
province. The expected population growth in the region will increase demand for
housing and infrastructure in a significant and transformational way on everything from
transit systems, highways, roads, bridges to water and wastewater. Thus, we believe
that the proposed development is a critical piece toward meeting long-term
infrastructure demand of the region and supporting Ontario’s economic vitality.

RCCAO supports this Ministerial Zoning Order as it would accelerate approvals, reduce
delays, streamline the development process and ensure that the region has the
necessary infrastructure to meet long-term population projections. Granting this order
would reflect the Government of Ontario’s ongoing commitment to prioritizing critical
infrastructure and housing needed to support the province’s long-term growth and
prosperity.

Sincerely,

Nadia Todorova
Executive Director



